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'J'HIS should be the November number
to accord with our pledge of a quarterly

issue
;
but it is really in December that

we are putting it to press. The delay

is due to our wish to present as full a

report as possible of the Conference in

September and the fact that we failed

until now to obtain copies of all the

papers there read. To our own estimate

of the value of these papers this double
number is a testimony. Wa are print-

ing extra copies of the number, and we
hope it may attain wide circulation

among those who are working and pray-

ing for the Kingdom fully to come in

Korea.
THE CONFERENCE

took place upon September 22nd., the

twentieth anniversary of the day on
which Dr. H. N. Allen, now the United
States Minister to this court, entered
Seoul as a medical missionary, the first

re.sident Protestant missionary to Korea.
Morning, afternoon, and evening ses-

sions were held, the sessions during the
day being presided over by Dr. Under-
wood, the senior member of the Presby-
terian Mission, North, who joined Dr.
Allen in his work in the spring of 1885,
and the evening session by Dr. Scranton,
the senior member and superintendent of

the Methodist Mission, who reached
Korea at about the same time as Dr.
Underwood.
The morning devotional service, from

8:30 to 9 o’clock, was conducted by Dr.
Hardie. At its close a paper was read
by Dr. S. A^ Moffett on

POLICY AND METHODS IN EVANGELIZATION

OE KOREA.

I

It constituted a masterly summary of its

topic, clearly outlining the methods of

work which time has developed in this

land. It is matter for great regret that

the length of the paper precludes our
printing it in full. Some of the most
noteworthy passages are these :

—

Taking precedence of and more im-
portant than any mere policy or methods
are the basal principles or convictions
which underlie the work of Evangeliza-
tion and from which it obtains its vital-

ity. To Dr. Herrick Johnson I shall

ever be grateful for the expression, “A
vivid and abiding sense of the Divine
reality of the Gospel message.” The
reality of sin, of its exceeding sinfulness

and the awfulness of its punishment, the

wrath of God ;
the reality of repentance

aud the absolute remission of sin to the

truly penitent
;

the reality of the regen-

erating work of the Holy Spirit, of faith

in Christ as the one and only way of

salvation—the supernatural, divine reality

of this message vividly and abidingly

grasped as a profound conviction that

this Gospel is the power of God unto

salvation and that God is able and willing

to save any and all who come unto Him,
is pre-eminently the sme qua non for the

missionary in order to affect profoundly

any people for their salvation—for

Evangelization.

I would place therefore

—

First—The cultivation and conserva-

tion of this conviction, for upon this

Satan makes his chief attack. I am deeply

convinced that our greatest need in the

Evangelization of Korea is unquestion-

ing reliance upon the Gospel itself, the

Word of God, in its .principal teachings

of sin and salvation
;
a belief that when

God ordained that by the foolishness of

preaching men were to be saved. He
ordained that which in His infinite wis-

dom He knew to be the best agency for

the redemption of man. What will mil-

itate most against the Evangelization of

Korea will be a lack of faith in the power
of the Gospel itself, a belief (not acknow-
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ledged nor consciously held, but never-

theless real) that there must be some-
thing used as a bait to bring people
under the power of the Gospel.

Second—The determination to make
it the one chief interest, the ali absorb-
ing task of otie’s life to preach the Gos-
pel. Nothing should come in to prevent
a close, intimate, loving contact with the

people, a sympathetic entrance iuto their

inner life, their ways of thinking, their

weaknesses, prejudices, preferences,

their trials and sorrows and spiritual

struggles—a real love and sympathy for

them. Dominated by a sense of the su-

preme importance of our message to this

people, we shall in daily contact in-

evitably give the impression that we our-
selves believe there is nought of really

great import to them but the truths of

sin and salvation and that practically we
have no other interest and nought else of

real interest. We will talk, walk, eat, sleep,

and think the Gospel all day and every
day in natural, informal contact with any
one and every one until the conviction is

forced upon others that we believe this

to be the supreme interest of life.

Third—The conviction that the

spiritual advantages of Christianity are

pre-eminently the advantages, the value
of the Gospel message. Salvation from
sin, not mere moral reformation, is the

essence of the Gospel message. Civiliza-

tion is not Christianity. Western
ideas, customs, and inventions are not

an essential part of Christianity. Our
commission is to introduce spiritual

Christianity, not western civilization.

Education is not regeneration. I quote
Mr. Speer;—“Let us not confuse evan-
gelization with the accessary and neces-

sary results of evangelization, which
flow from it. Missions are powerful to

transform the face of society because
they ignore the face of society and deal

with in at the heart.’’

Fourth—A strong faith, a victori-

ous, enthusiastic faith in God and Eis
message—a faith in the power of the

Gospel* itself to carry conviction to the

heart of an}' man and to do for the
heathen all that that it has done and now
does for us. We need to believe and act

upon the belief that it can transform
character, lead to true repentance and
hatred of sin, give strength to resist

temptation and overcome sin, uphold in

a consistent Christian life, and comfort
and sustain in the midst of persecution,
trial, sorrow, and loss. I believe in en-
thusiasm—in enthusiastic faith. Our
own lack of faith shuts out the power of
God.
Fifth—The missionary’s own spirit-

ual life—the missionary himself—is the
great factor in Evangelization. His
character, his attitude towards truth
and life, determine very largely the
place in evangelization which the church
and those under his influence take and
the influence they exert. We need to

be men who will not compromise with
sin, men who will set up the scriptural

standard which God has set up and will

not deviate one whit from that standard
in their requirements.

I mention now a few methods adopted
in our work in northern Korea which I

believe to be the most important factors

in its development.
First—The wide-spread preaching of

the Gospel message it its simplicity.

There should be a perfectly frank, can-
did, natural avowal of one’s mission and
a presentation of the Gospel message to

all, to every one with whom one can
come in contact as the most natural
subject of conversation and interest,

aiming to make the Gospel known over
as wide an extent of territory as can
possibly be covered from some strategic

point as the centre of operations. If

the Gospel can be made the subject of con-
versation among the people by the wide-

spread dissemination of tracts and the

extended itineration of the missionary,

a great point has been gained. The
method adopted to secure this will differ

largely according to the personal pref-

erence and the disposition of the mis-

sionary. Some will adopt the formal

preaching to crowds upon the streets or

in the market place or the opening of

street chapels
;
but a method better

adapted to the genius of the Korean peo-

ple seems to me to be the constant,

daily, natural and informal conversation

with individuals and small groups of

people in friendly intercourse along the

wayside, in the inns, on the street, in

the shops, in the country village, any-

where and everywhere, with the invita-

tion to visit you in your “sarang’’ for

further conversation on this vital topic.

The w’ide-spread informal dissemination
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of the Gospel news will result in bring-

ing to yon visitors from a wide territory,

while the “sarang” work will give op-

portunity for hand to hand, face to face,

heart to heart dealing with individuals

in a personal, earnest way with undis-

turbed, clear, and pertinent presentation

of the claims of the Gospel, which has

been most prolific in genuine conver-

sions. In Korea, what takes place in

your “sarang” is soon heralded far and
wide and often what is said to an indivi-

dual there will reach a far larger audience
than what is proclaimed to a crowd on
the street. I would emphasize the value

of seeking to reach a wide extent of

territory in the initial stages. In the

early stages of the w'ork the conversion

of ten men from ten different sections

will accomplish more than the conver-

sion of ten men in one section only, for

each one of these ten becomes the subject

of conversation over a wide area and the

Gospel news is thereby spread abroad to

a far larger audience
;

instead of one
group of Christians being formed, one
may soon have ten places of worship
each to be developed into a church.
Second—The use of the Bible. Em-

phasis should be placed upon the fact

that your message is not yours, but the

message of the living God, whose ex-

istence and the inspiration of whose
Word are facts to be proclaimed, not
propositions to be proved. Rest your
authority upon the Scriptures, the
authoritative Word of God, which claims

man’s obedience. Get men to read it,

read it to them, and make it known as

God’s message which speaks for itself

and needs no apology. By far the most
efficient means for the evangelization of

men is the Bible itself, and our effort

should be to get it into the hands of

men, to arouse in them a desire to read
it, to constantly appeal to it as the

source of our authoritative message and
as containing God’s own message to

men for their welfare and happiness,
and as being of inestimable importance
to them. I believe in the use of tracts,

but primarily as a means to explaining
the Scriptures and to lead to a study of

the Scriptures. To this end I should
advocate the use of such tracts as “The
Nevius Catechism,” “Discourse on
Salvation,” “The Two Friends,” “The
Guide to Heaven,” and Mrs. Jones’s

most helpful Primer for those who can-

not yet read the Korean character.

These however are powerful because

they are a simple presentation of fun-

damental Scripture truths and turn the

attention of the people to the Bible

itself.

Third—The catechumenate. Par-

ticularly in the initial stages of work
and for the conservation of the results of

one’s preaching and teaching, I look

upon the public reception of catechu-

mens as one of the most effective

methods and one of far-reaching influence.

Just as soon as a man gives evidence of

a knowledge of sin, ot a desire to wor-
ship God, and of an acceptance of Christ

as his Savior from sin, he should be en-

couraged to make a public confession of

sin, of faith in Christ, and of his inten-

tion to lead a Christian life. The ob-

ject of it is three-fold
;

first, it assists a

man to reach a decision, and the very
decision is a means of strengthening
him, helping him to cut loose from his

past life and ideas by holding before him
a definite step to be taken

;
second, it is

a formal recognition of his desire to be a

Christian and an enrolling of him in a

class for instruction, so that he becomes
connected with the church in a way
that necessitates some provision for his

systemattc instruction and oversight

;

third, it is a means of witness-bearing

to others, and puts him in the position

of at once making known to others the

fact that he has identified himself with
Christianity. Reception into the cat-

echumenate is an extension of the hand
of Christian fellowship, encouraging one

in his first formed intentions to re-

nounce heathenism and accept Christ.

I look upon it as more particularly val-

uable as an agency in the early stages

of work, furnishing a means of recogni-

tion and organization of first converts
before the church, with its baptized

membership and fuller organization, be-

comes the more prominent exponent of

Christianity. The more systematic and
thorough the Bible instruction of the

catechumenate, the more valuable will

this factor prove in Evangelization.
Fourth—The infusion of an en-

thusiastic evangelistic spirit into the
first converts and continuously into the

whole church. The importance of this

can scarcely be exaggerated aud it is
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worth our while to plan wisely to de-
velop this and to avoid the development
of the opposite spirit of service where
mercenary motives develop apparent
evangelistic zeal. For this reason the
employment of men and women to

preach in the early stages of work, and
the use of much money in initiating

work of any kind is to be deprecated
; for

thereby people are attracted by an un-
intentional appeal to mercenary motives
to make profession of Christianity. The
inculcation and development of an over-
whelming desire to make known to

others the message of salvation which
brings peace and joy with the sense of

forgiveness and reconciliation with
God, simply from an experience of the
same in one’s own heart, will do more
than any other one thing for the wide-
spread Evangelization of Korea. When
this spirit of voluntary, joyful, enthusi-
astic propagation of the truth has be-

come characteristic of the early converts
and the church, the employment of men
proportionately with the development
of the church will not be a hindrance
but a help to evangelization. I am
satisfied however that this spirit can be
secured only through the deep convic-

tions of the missionary, working out in

his own life this same enthusiastic

evangelistic spirit, so that by example,
rather than by exhortation, he infuses

this spirit into the first converts who
come into closest contact with him,
reading and knowing his inner real self

most clearly. Real enthusiasm begets

enthusiasm
; conviction begets convic-

tion. A man all on fire with and dom-
inated by this spirit is a tremendous
power, and the cumulative force of a

whole church of such men is more ir-

resistible than an avalanche. A church
constantly at work seeking to convert
men—peddlers carrying books and
preaching as they sell their wares, mer-
chants and inn-keepers talking to custom-
ers and guests, travellers along the roads

and on the ferries telling of Jesus and
His salvation, women going to the

fields, drawing water at the well, wash-
ing clothes at the brooks, or visiting in

heathen homes, all talking of the Gospel
and what it has done for them—is a

method of evangelization than which none
is more powerful. ToYi Yeng En—now
with the Lord—I ascribe the greatest

influence in the development of this
spirit in our northern work. He never
allowed a man to pass the examination
for admission to the catechumenate or
the church without impressing upon
him this as his first duty and privilege
as a Christian. From him came the
practiceof questioning the advisability of
admitting to the church any one who
had not first made known to his family
and neighbors what great things the
Lord had done for him. I do not hesi-
tate to place this as the foremost factor
in the wide spread development of our
work in northern Korea.
Fifth—Bible Study Training Class-

es. For the development of the church
as the great evangelistic agency I know
of nothing, aside from the Sabbath ser-

vices for Bible study and worship, more
perfectly adapted to the conditions in

Korea than the system of Bible study
training classes which has already be-
come such a factor in our work. They
are adapted to the genius of the Korean
people and fit in admirably with their
methods of life and study. As explana-
tory of these classes I quote from an
article prepared by Mr. Hunt of Pyeng
Yang:—‘'The education of the whole
church, all its membership, young and
old, literate and illiterate, is being
undertaken systematically and largely by
training classes in which the text book
is the Bible. Some of these are repre-
sentative in character, the attendance
coming from every part of the field

;

others are local, meant only for the
members of a particular group. Some-
times these classes are taught entirely

by the missionaries or by the missionary
and several helpers, but more often by
the helper alone. Bible study is the ob-

ject of the class, but prayer, conferences,

and practical evangelistic effort are pro-

minent parts of the work. The Christ-

ians have learned that it is only right

to put aside their occupations for sever-

al weeks each year for the special study
of the Word of God. This method is

honoring to God’s Word and teaches all

the authority of God in their lives. His
Word, rather than that of the helper or

the missionary, early becomes the Christ-

ian’s rule of faith and practice.” To
this I will add that these classes cannot
be begun too soon, for in their essential

features they are applicable alike to
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enquirers and catechumens, church mem-
bers, leaders, helpers, evangelists, and
the ministry itself, to women and child-

ren, as well as to men, the ignorant,
even those unable to read, as well as to

the educated scholars. The whole
church is made to feel the result of these
classes, and from them the men go forth
with an enthusiasm and an evangelistic
zeal coupled with a knowledge of the
Scriptures which enables them to become
intelligent as well as zealous heralds of

the Gospel message.
Sixth—The development of trained

helpers, evangelists, and ministers.
This is an integral part of evangelistic
work. Here is specifically the prov-
ince of mission educational work, which
I believe should be a development from
within the church, a result of and indis-

solubly connected with the evangelistic
work: it in turn becoming one of the
powerful factors in producing a geomet-
rically progressive advance in evangel-
ization. The foreign missionary is the
important agency iu the initial stages of

evangelization for the foundation and
establishment of the church, but the
native church itself must become the
agency for the complete evangelization
of the nation, and from the church
should come the institutions and the
men which are to be the permanent fac-

tors. In the devlopmentof these leaders
we need to provide for the training of
two classes of men. In Korea, for years
to come, the bulk of the work of leading
the church must be done by men who
show gifts for such work but who
cannot be given the thorough prepara-
tion for the ministry which is the result

of a common and high school, a col-

legiate and seminary education. We
want and must have some such men,
but all experience shows that the num-
ber of such men is never equal to the
demand. We must make provision for

this systematic and thorough theologic-
al instruction for the training of a min-
istry, but we must also in the mean
time and for years to come depend even
more largely upon a class of men taken
from among the more mature Christians,
who can be taken through a course of

instruction less absorbing of time and
not too exhaustive of the mental or
physical strength of the men.

In discussing Dr. Moffett’s paper, Dr.

Scranton spoke of “tact.” “Many fine

men have no tact. It is a necessity on
the mission field. It is not always the

simple proclamation of the Gospel, but
sometimes the manner and the way in

which it is proclaimed.”
Mr. Junkiu said “New missionaries

have the idea of leaching great bodies

of people. Dr. Moffett brought out that

we should strike for the individual.

Korea is a country of villages. This
seems easy, but is it? The temptation

is, when a man comes to see us, to ask
how we can get rid of him. If we
could get to the point, when we come
in contact with a Korean, of asking,

‘How can I best reach this man?’ the

Gospel would go forward.”
Mr. Adams said “we too often put

up gratuit(/us barriers between us and
the people. Too often we are inclined

to hold in comtempt the Korean point

of view, especially in regard to our soc-

ial relations. In the south the people

are often more conservative than in the

north. When we first went into Taiku
we were very careful to conform to

their customs and proprieties in every

way possible, and hence we now enjoy

the respect of all, many of whom do not

even profess Christianity.”

Dr. Underwood said “have faith in

the old, old Bible and its power among
the Koreans. We are apt to think that

we ought to give to callers a big lot of

tracts and a small stock of Bibles.

There is a power in the Bible. A pal-

ace commissioner in the city is con-

demned to banishment. His nephew
takes him a New Testament, with ‘when
your are away, you would like to read

this.’ The man goes away an exile to

a lonely island, and he reads it simply

because of his loneliness. He interests

others. They go to Sorai to ask for a

teacher and purchase books. There is

no teacher to go. They say, ‘why pur-

chase books without a teacher?’ ‘Oh,’

replies Mr. Saw, ‘there is something pe-

culiar in these books : they teach them-

selves.’ They buy the books, go away,

and today there is a church in that

place.

Another man comes to see Dr. Heron.

He misses him and sees me. When go-

ing away he wishes to show some ap-

preciation to me and thinks that it

would be a ‘taichup’ if he purchases a
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few copies of these books I have been
talking about. He did not care a snap
about Christianity, but he purchased
them, took them home, and put them
away. Three years after that, a man
comes to his house with a pack of medi-
cines, and sees the books. ‘What is

that ?’ he says. ‘Oh, a lot of foreign

rubbish.’ The man takes them home
and reads them. His life is changed
without seeing anybody else or read-

ing any other books, and a church was
established in Kok San, They read,

‘Believe and receive the washing rite’

(as they called it). What was it? They
did not know. Was that absolutely es-

sential to salvation? After talking it

over among themselves, five of them
went to their homes and washed them-
selves in the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost. There was
power in the Word.”

Dr. Grierson’s paper followed, upon

THE PLACE OF PHILANTHROPIC

AGENCIES IN THE EVANGELIZATION

OF KOREA,

The first half of the paper consisted

of an argument in support of the useful

ness of philanthropic effort on the part

of missionaries in Korea. The latter half

dealt with the history of medical work
in this country, saying in part ‘‘Of pub-
lic philanthropic work, the Presbyterian,
Methodist, and English churches have
conducted dispensary and hospital work
in Seoul, Fusan, Taiku, Chemulpo,
Pyeng Yang, Song Do, Wonsan, and
Syen Chyen. Much money and labor
have been expended for the blessing of

Korea in these places. Who can estim-

ate the love and patience that has endur-
ed the weariness and nerve shattering

annoyances of Korean conditions, and
held on through the circling years, serv-

ing the sick and needy in this land ?

Those physicians who have been in con-
tinuous practice in Korea during the
past ten years are more de.serving of

medals of honor than any veteran of any
war of history. They who have in the

days of small things and stingy estim-

ates waited and hoped and had patience
are worthy of our sincerest love and ad-
miration. And what a lot of work they
have done after all, in spite of mud-wall-
ed hospitals and untrained assistants.
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in spite of aching backs from treating
patients lying on the floor, in spite of
open drains vitiating the air and bring-
ing bacteria into the operating room,
in spite of no ambulances, no isolation
wards, no sun chambers, no X-ray ap-
paratus, no full equipment for pathologi-
cal research

; with little else but the love
of man and fear of God and a brave
strong heart, they have nevertheless
cured thousands and tens of thousands
of our suffering fellow mortals, and
made joy and rejoicing take the place
of the cry of pain and the groan of agony.

‘‘And what about the present out-
look? We face the beginning of a new
decade with many, many causes of con-
gratulation. Never were the prospects
for an earnest and thorough attempt to

do modern medical work ;n Korea
brighter. You will see to-morrow the
opening of the Severance Memorial Hos-

;

pital. Some of you saw a fortnight ago
i

the opening of a modern hospital in Fu-
san. I see in the audience before me

1

five or more young physicians, who have
1

newly arrived to be good Samaritans on
i

the Jericho road of Korea. You know,
1

as do I, of new hospitals now being plan-
1

ned and larger expenditure being medi-
(

tated. May God Himself be in this new-
i

ly planned advance in medical philan-
1

thropy and send forth the spirit of love
|

and wisdom and still more enduring
]

patience upon all the medical workers
1

connected therewith.

“But what of other philanthropic
j

agencies? Alas ! We hear nothing of
5

any proposed advance in any other than
j

the medical work. May I be allowed to
j

urge the various missions here repre*
(

sented to endeavor to stir up the pity of
[,

the rich home constituency in behalf of
j,

the incurables, the cripples, the consump-
,

tives, the blind, the deaf and dumb, the
j,

insane, and the lepers of Korea? ‘This
j

ought ye to have done, and not to leave
(|

the other undone.’ ”
„

The discussion of this paper was an .

animated one. Among remarks made
were the following;— ^
Mr. Engel : As for orphanages,

^

I have felt for a long time that much
should be done in Korea in this direc-

^

tion, considering the large work in

India, especially by Pandita Ramabai.
The advantage of bringing in these child- 1

ren is great. In one sense the Roman j
jj
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Catholics have been much more prudent
than we. They have always held to the
principle that if they have a child during
the 6rst seven years of its life, they are

able to do with that child what they
wish. We may be doubtful about what
they consider to be the truth, but we are

sure that we know the truth
;
and if we

can have the opportunity of instilling

into these children the
,
truth and sur-

rounding them with Christian home in-

fluences, it will be worth while. Es-
pecially is this true of girls; and some-
thing similar may be said as to the boys.

Homes for destitute children is the em-
phasis.

Dr. Wells : Dr. Grierson was right

when he made the point that philan-

thropic work is worth while as an end
in itself. Hospital work in America is

similar. While in America I found it

almost embarrassing to speak on medi-
cal work in Korea because it was so un-
iversally popular and so easy to get

money for it. Newspaper men were
especially favorable in their mention. I

believe that the outlook for medical work
in Korea is most promising. I believe

that it will not overbalance other agen-
cies in any respect. Those who have
ideas too low with respect to it will be
raised higher, and those who have ideas

too high will have to come down a little.

It will be made more and more truly the
handmaid of the Gospel.
Mr. Junkin : When I was at home I

preached on the text referred to by the
speaker. The relief of pain and suffer-

ing IS close to the heart of Jesus Christ.

I am glad to see a doctor who believes

that with all his heart. I believe it. I

have had some experience with a doctor
in our station. While he was there, our
work doubled. Since he left it has not

been so prosperous, I am sorry to say.

I am heart and soul in sympathy with
the work of the doctor. And I have
never asked him to do a word of my
preaching.

Mr. Moorb : Medical work has the
same place in the evangelization of Kor-
ea as steam has on the railway or elec-

tricity in lighting the town. If it were
not for the medical work, what would
become of our mission ? It is love for

men that underlies all our work. We
try to do something for somebody and
they do not seem to be grateful at all.

but what of that? The medical work
is an end in itself. During a cholera
epidemic, a patient in one of the impro-
vised hospitals one day noticed a lady
who came with her husband to attend
to the sick. There was a dead man ly-

ing there, and she wept as she arranged
his hands. The man said to himself

:

“What in the world is this? It is

wonderful !’’ He told me about himself,
saying that after he was healed he got up
and went at the dirtiest kind of work
around the hospital. He had caught the
contagion of sympathy with his fellow

men. He has done a wonderful work,
and is today rated as perhaps the best

worker in Seoul station. Oh for this

divine love for men in all our hearts. It

is not only here, but in our educational
work that we should show men how to

take care of their bodies. Tell them
how to take care of their houses, how to

be hygienic. May we love the man-
loving agencies in Korea more !

Mr. Moose: When the golden rule

has been gotten hold of by any people,

that people will be ready for philanthro-
pic work, and it will flow out as water
downhill. One day while coming out of

a city I saw what I thought was a dead
man, but soon found that he was blind.

He was a pitiable sight, and almost nak-
ed. A stream of people were passing by,

but no one took any notice of him. They
said, “Whatsoever ye would that men
should not do to you, do ye not to

them,’’—and they passed by on the other

side. I said “All things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.” It was just the dif-

ference between the heathen and the

Christian way of thinking. I went to a

choumak and asked what could be done
for him. I said "“We have a dispensary

at Songdo : take him up there.” While I

was writing a note to Dr. Ross, every

man of them left : nobody wanted to

carry him. I got on my wheel, rode

fifteen li, called Christian men, took him
up and carried him back. The next day
he died.

Dr. Scranton: Last Sunday as I

came out of church, a man came up to

meaudsaid '“Do you know me?” “Yes,”
I replied, “I have seen your face.”

“Where?” “Somewhere in Seoul.”

He said “Yes, you met me in the

Hospital, and at the time you taught me
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Christianity I thought it was nonsense,
but I am one of you now.”

Yesterday Brother McGill said some-
thing good—it was McGillian—“The
doctors in Korea are holding the tail of

the cow while the missionaries are suck-
ing the milk.”

Dr. Avison c One thing out of my
own life. It was my misfortune, or
good fortune, to be taken ill with typhus
fever. I remember how sick I felt and
how I ached. I remember how nice it

was when some one came and put an ice

bag on my head, and when it got out of

place, put it back. How I looked for the
nurses to come and relieve me. I re-

member thinking how badly we treat

those sick Koreans and making a vow
within myself that if I got better I

would do it better than before. I re-

member how I regarded those nurses
when I was getting better

; how I wrote
home and told the people at home how
nice it was to be nursed. Grand !

Poor Koreans ! The hospital is there :

what are we going to do for them? How
about the nursing—the love for the peo-

ple that will make you get down to take
care of them? And the gratitude with
which they look upon the nurse ! There
were formerly two Japanese nurses in

the hospital here. They were recalled

after a year, and although they were
Japanese, the patients clung to them
and wept when they went to go away.
The - patients would not let me touch
them while the nurses were there—my
hands were rough, theirs were soft.

Those nurses loved those patients. It is

the love that is in the heart that makes
the nurse want to relieve the pain, that

touches those hearts and softens them.
I think God looks down on that and
says “That is good work.” Then sup-

pose that God adds his blessing and the
person believes, as so many have done.
Yes, I believe that the statement that

Mr. Junkin made has been and would
have been the experience of all in Ko-
rea. You don’t knowhow much you owe
to the hold of the tail. I do not know
how many converts have come from the

teaching in the hospital, but I do
believe that this country was opened
and kept open again and again be-

cause the people have seen the kindli-

ness of heart and love of the Christian

in some of this work that has been done.

Even though they are not saved, let us
go on loving the people and trying to
serve them.
Mr, F. S. Miller : There is one

valuable aid to the evangelistic worker,
somewhat selfish, perhaps. As we go
through the country, seeing all manner
of wounds and diseases, we could not
stand to pass them by if we could not
give the aflflicted,a letter to the doctor.
We would otherwise have to stop and
do something for them Even from that
point of view, the doctors save an im-
mense amount of our time in doing this
for us, and too, save us an immense
amount of suffering. We suffer a great
deal more than we realize in our sym- '

pathyfor this people; but when we know
there is a physician, a specialist, and '

that he will do as well for the man as
for us, we give the man a letter and go '

on about our work.

A paper by Dr. Gale came next on
(

THE BIBLE FOR THE KOREANS.
,

A history of the Bible is the history l

of modern Europe and especially of the <

Anglo-Saxon people, once a down trod- 1

den race, worse even than these pitiful
]

sons of Shem
; but the Book made them t

the ruling race of earth and gave them a t

heart and courage new to mankind. t

Here we have in this year of grace i

1904, twenty years after the founding of c

the mission, a nation that still at heart t

lives away back in the dark ages. How i

dark it is ! Cause and effect are not at 1

all wedded together in the mind of the 1

Hermit man. A badly chosen grave t

site to him means loss of prosperity, and c

telegraph wires prevent the rain fall. 5

Reason and judgment are buried under
the ash heap. Earnestness and sincerity

fi

count for nothing. Diligence is the e

mark of a badly adjusted mind, and la- f

bor is degrading. Originality of I

thought and purpose are enough to have
ti

a man’s head off or to land him in pri-
g

son. Public improvement and sanitary
tl

reform mean as much to him as the a

moonshine’s watery beams. Show and »

sham and semblance rule the land,
ti

Howling sorceresses are consulted on
matters where eternal interests are in-

a

volved, devils are propitiated, bones of *

ancestors are worshipped, gods of sun, "

moon, and stars are sacrificed to, spirits bj

of mountains wield control over flesh I

|!l
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and blood, the dragon crawls out over
the land and poor mortals are at his

mercy. In this fearful Pantheon dwells
the government and all of unevangeliz-
ed Korea.

Recently the map of Japan was boiled
on the advice of a sorcerer as a sure and
certain way of bringing about the end of

the objectionable sunrise kingdom. A
home of wealth and prosperity went to

pieces because the owner stopped up an
old well in front that happened to be the
eye of the dragon on which the house
rested. The dragon died from injury to
his eye, and the house fell. Men with
faces like senators will stop up a ditch
before the door and hold up a festering
pool for fear that their goods and chat-
tels and family patrimony may run off

with the dishwater from the kitchen
through the hole in the wall.

In such a world as this, terrible with
spirit threatenings and voices of the
dead, full of insane devils and insane
men and women, is suddenly heard the
triumphant voice of Peter and the tender
echoes of John. Into its sham and make-
believe come the startling words of

James. Among the dead gods of its pan-
theon is heard at last the voice of Paul
the Apostle. Into its foolishness there
enters Solomon the king. Into its in-

articulate soul, unable to speak a prayer
or to address the God of heaven, come
the Psalms of David. In the midst of
its national sins is heard the voice from
Sinai, and where lawlessness reigned we
have the immortal law-giver, living,
moving, speaking. Over its tempest-
uous sea of Gallilee comes walking the
Son of God.

I once showed the altar picture of the
fetish gods in a Buddhist temple to an
elderly woman and some of the girls
from the school. There was Yong Jun
Posal, with his phoenix-winged helmet,
the sun-god on his left and the moon-
god on his right, beside them the god of
the mountain, the god of the kitchen,
and all the other gods, 104 of them, to
which Koreans bow and offer rice in

times of trouble, sickness, and danger.
‘How could people ever pray to such
a thing as that?” asked one of the girls,

who had been brought up on the Bible.

‘‘I used to,” said the old woman, “and
believed every part of it,” and her eyes
looked bewildered at the groups around

the altar. To the girl it was but a paint-

ed sheet of paper, as the virgin was to

Knox a “pented bredd to the old wo-
man it still bad the semblance of a god

;

for while the girl’s soul had been adjust-

ed by companionship with the highest,

the old woman still was confused by the

voices of the past.

I believe that the Bible is the only
remedy for the smitten Korean, domi-
nated by his pantheon nf dead gods.

Reasoning will not change his views.

Object lessons of western life roll off of

him without effect. International inter-

course only convinces him more hrmly
that all the others are thieves and that

he is the righteous man who has fallen

among them. Nothing but the Bible

for his many ailments!

One dear old fellow in Seoul described

the change that came into his life some-
thing like this: “I an 78,” said he,

‘‘and my eyes are clear. At 53, would
you think it. tnoksa, my heart was all

sstikusso (rotten) and my eyes could not

see. At last missionaries called and
gave me medicine for my outside com-
plaints and also left a New Testament.
They told me to read, but my eyes were
blind: how could I .read? been blind

since 53. They told me what was in the

book and my ears heard them, for it just

suited me. I had had a tough time in

life and was sick all through and
through. Then I trimmed my candle

and made a try and I’ve been reading

ever since. The decayed place inside is

cured and my heart is at peace. I am
just going to keep on reading till He
calls me. I’m 78 and my eyes are clear.

People see me reading and say, ‘Grand-
dad, don’t spoil your eyes reading that

book.’ I reply ‘Not so; my heart was
rotten and my eyes were blind till I read

the book Brother, taste and see.’
”

In the sixteenth century there were
six millions of people in England who
wanted the Bible : they wanted it more
than they wanted bread, yes, they want-

ed it more than beef, than money
;
they

wanted it more than friends, more than

father or mother, more than wife or

child, more than life itself, and offerings

went up to God in a holocaust of human
sacrifice. This is not so in Korea. The
Korean doeS not want the Book as they did

in England in the «lays of Henry VIII.,

but he begins to desire it and every
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taste helps on the need. Let’s start this

next tvventj' years with pushing the

Book. Let not the political situation

oaunt us ; all things are possible
;
let not

the conservatism of the nation, let not its

ancient hopeless pedigree stand in the
way

;
there will new days come with the

universal reading of the Bible, and the
decayed heart will 6nd a cure and the
eyes will see.

Mr. Reynolds followed with a paper
on

CHRISTIAN literature FOR KOREA.

The scope of this paper is twofold

:

first, a brief account of what has already
been done to supply a Christian litera-

ture for Korea
; second, a few sugges-

tions as to what yet remains to be done.
I hold in my hand a “Price List of

the Publications of the Korean Religious
Tract Society and other Religious Works
in the Korean Language.” The K R.

T. S. was founded in 1889, its charter
members numbering some half dozen
(all the missionaries then in the country),

with Rev. F. Ohlinger as president and
Dr. J. W. Heron as secretary. Up to

date the Society has published 53 dis-

tinct books and tracts, has voted to

publish 25 others (some of these how-
ever being second or third editions of

former publications), and 20 more are

passing through the hands of the Ex-
amining Committee. Eliminating
duplicates, w’e still havealist of about 75
publications. During the past twelve
months it has put through the press

3,280,000 pages of printed matter.

In addition to the publications of the

K. R. T. S. there are publications issued

by the Methodist and Presbyterian Mis-

sions separately and a few by the Church
of England Mission

;
also leaflets and

tracts issued by individuals at private

expense. Mention should not fail

to be made also of the Christian

periodicals like the “Christian News.”
the organ of the Northern Presbyterian

Mi.ssion, and the “Wolpo,” published

by the two Methodist Missions jointly ;

of Sabbath-school lesson sheets, etc.

The number of souls saved and amount
of good done through the distribution of

all these publications eternity alone will

reveal.

But there remains 3’^et very much land
to be possessed. We have merely laid

November, 1904-

the foundations for the establishment of ai

Christian literatnre. It will be conveni-
ent to classify those for whom the vari-
ous forms of literature are intendedv
Perhaps an illogical, but certainly a
practical division is the following :

—

(
1 ) Students in schools,

(2) The unconverted masses,
(3) Church members,
(4) The scholar and yangban class.
For the pupils in our schools it goes

without saying that we must prepare
Christian textbooks. And, if these are
of genuine worth, heathen schools and
scholars will gladly buy and use them
in spite of the Christian element they
may and should, wherever possible,
contain. A start has been made by the
publication of Mrs. Jones’ “Korean Pri-
mer,” Dr. Moffett’s “Christian Three
Character Classic,” Dr. Gale’s four
Chinese Readers. Dr. Field’s “Arith-
metic,” Dr. Wells’ “Hygiene.” Miss
Paine and Miss Frey’s “Geogra-
phy,” Mrs. Campbell’s “Physiogra-
phy,” Prof Hulbert’s “Geographical
Gazetteer.” &c. The brunt of this

work of preparing text-books will

naturally fall on those who are engaged
in educational work. Text-books for

Primary, Intermediate, and High
schools, for Medical and Theological
instruction, are imperatively demanded.
For the unconverted several excellent

leaflets have been published already,
but there is room for scores more.
Next to pictures children love stories.

These grown up children of the East
are no exception. Tracts cast in the

mould of allegories or stories are much
needed.

We need helps to the study of the

Bible, introduc rions to the various books,
commentaries, biographies of notable

Christians, stories and anecdotes that

teach important truths. Short tracts

that emphasize and expound cardinal

doctrines and duties are valuable, es-

pecially if cast in the form of a story,

such as “Thanksgiving Ann,” “The
Red Dwarf.” and other Chinese tracts.

Short expositions of the Parables would
be helpful. A treatise on the office

and work of the Holy Spirit is greatly

needed.
The difficulties in the way of reach-

ing the scholar and yangban classes

through preaching emphasize the im-
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portance of special effort to reach them
through the medium of the printed
page.

In the course of the discussion which
followed Mr. Moore said “While the
lack of Christian literature has been a
drawback, it is not without a silver lin-
ing. The fact that a Christian family
has no literature but the New Testa-
ment and a hymn book is not so great
a drawback as it seems. I have seen
some Christians sing the hymn book
clear through. So with the New Testa-
ment, they would read and read. These
are some of the questions asked me

:

What does the passage mean which
speaks of John’s being greater than any
in the kingdou of heaven? What does
it mean by Jesus preaching to the spirits
in prison ? Why did they take Ananias
out and bury him without letting his
wife know? That stone that falls on
people, what does that mean?’’

First upon the afternoon’s programme
Dr. Scranton made an address on

FOREIGN MISSIONS AS VIEWED BY THE
HOME CHURCH.

He emphasized especially the many
calls to missionary activity on the part of
Christians at home and the vast amount
of practically foreign mission work
which is being done for the various
classes of immigrants who swarm into
the United States and Canada. We are
on the battle-line but we cannot see all
the fighting, and in truth the forces are
much more extended thsn we perceive.
Philanthropic projects belong properly
in a later stage than the church has
reached in Korea, and it is a mistake to
expect that the Christians of other lands,
already weighted with a multitude of
such burdens, should do here the work
which the native church will of neces-
sity ultimately take up.

Moose followed with an address
upon

the DEVELOP.MENT OF A NATIVE
MINISTRY.

JJitherto, he said, the leaders and doers
in the progress of the church in

Korea have been foreigners,, who have
multiplied themselves and their influence
through the helpers as,sociated with
them in the control of local groups.

But the rapid increase of the church
renders this method more and more
impossible. It is increasingly plainer
that we mnsi have a native ministry.

The first generation of native minis-
ters will naturally model after the
foreigners, and this places us in a very
responsible position. Paul says “Be ye
followers of me, even as I also am of

Christ,’’ and so must we say and must
be careful how we follow Him in all

things.

The speaker went on to emphasize
the need of a genuine call from the
Holy Spirit to those who should study
for the ministry, and the further fact

that the call to the ministry is also a call

to prepare for the ministry, which lays

upon the present missionary body the
duty of providing a method of prepara-
tion. Training classes for helpers are a

step in the right direction, but they are

only a step. He expressed the hope
that one result of this Conference would
be the bringing into existence of the
nece.ssary facilities for the instruction

of ministerial candidates. But above
all we can do much even now in the old

way in which mini.sters were trained be-

fore there were any theological semina-
ries in America, the hand to hand method
of personal contact with those who elect

to work for the Lord, And indeed, even
though seminaries came into being, this

would still be the important element

—

that of talk by the road and in the study
and as we went out to preach together;

so that we come back again to our first

remark, that the place of the foreign

missionary in view of this exigency is a

very responsible one. Spirit-filled

teachers will breed a spirit-filled minis-
try. So shall the next twenty years
bring a glorious success. God will use .

us as we let Him.
Mr. Houushell said that he was im-

pressed with the fact that, in view of

their opportunities the Koreans are the
best preachers he knows of. A man
w’ho hears the Gospel directly goes out
and tells others. There are a few spirit-

filled preachers in Korea, and this fact

gives us much hope.
Mr. Moore called the attention of the

audience to the fact that at the recent
session of the Presbyterian Council
twenty-six candidates for the ministry
were reported as already in training or
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about to begin it. Of these five are

reported from Seoul, fifteen from Pyeng
Yang, five from Chulla province, and

one from Kyeng Sang province : six

are in their third year of study, nine-

teen in their first, and one in academic

training. These are tested men, who
are receiving three months a year of

special instruction.

Mr. Hunt claimed that the native

ministry must be a natural development

of the work along evangelical lines. It

will grow up naturally out of a church

that is strong as the members gain a

sense of responsibility for the salvation

of and of love for the pe >ple about them.

The church and the Holy Spirit must

work together.

A mistake is liable to be made. Dr.

Moffett thought, in throwing too much
responsibility upon these men at first.

At first the responsibility placed on

them should be very light or better

none at all. Lead up to it little by

little and they would gradually become

able to shoulder the load.

Mr. Swearer spoke of a plan he had

followed in his country classes of having

those whom he considered candidates

for the ministry take part in the teach-

ing of the others and so giving them

practice and an opportunity to think.

His men also meet him every month and

report and receive an assignation of

studies for the coming month.

Mr. Engel read the next paper, upon

NATIVE CUSTOMS AND HOW TO DEAD

WITH THEM.

A foreign missionary’s attitude should

^be one of large-hearted and liberal re-

gard for the national traditions and cus-

toms of a nation, a regard which would
make him slow to wound the feelings and

national susceptibilities of the people

among whom he works. Such an attitude

will not be diflBcult for one who loves or

has heart to love the Koreans, but is ex-

tremely diflBcult for one who finds that so

many things he sees and hears jar on his

nerves and rouse him to an accentuation

of his own national prejudices and pecu-

liarities. For such an one it is absolute-

ly necessary to assume an entirely pas-

sive attitude till the contrasts are toned

down, till he has learned that his own na-

tional prejudices are just as little justified

as those of the Koreans, or that the Ko-
reans are just as much entitled to theirs
as he is to his. If the missionary does
not learn to adapt himself to the con-
ditions he is surrounded by, he will find

to his cost that he will never get near the
people and that the wall that separated
him naturally from the people at first has
been doubled in thickness and height
owing to his own aloofness. The people
will never trouble to break down that
wall. If the missionary does not do it,

no one will.

As regards the question of dwellings,
I am sure many would like to see the
Koreans occupy better ones. I have no
doubt that many a man among us has
wished that the Koreans for their own
sakes had a different style of food, not a
different staple, but more wholesome
side dishes. While the flowing gar-
ments of a Korean gentleman are fasci-

natingly picturesque, yet their hats are
not really useful, and their style of hair-

dressing is elaborate for men, to say the

least. In general one might say a mis-
sionary should consider these questions
as immaterial and should assume an at-

titude of laissezfaire, and that he should
only use his influence towards a change
when he finds that the people’s ignor-

ance leads them blindly to incur injury
or real danger to their lives.

The whole question however assumes
a different aspect when religious ideas

underlie the customs of the
.
people and

their customs have become religious

acts. Some of our difficulties lie not .so

much with our church-members as with
inquirers, and among them not so much
with their Shamanistic practices as with
their Confucianism, i. e., the ancestor

worship. A Korean may be ready to

surrender everything but that. If then
an inquirer comes up and says to us “I
have heard that in the Jesus church
they do not allow you to honor your an-

cestors,” how is he to be answered?
Perhaps the best answer will be a ques-

tion, ‘‘Did you or do you honor and
obey your parents and grand-parents in

their life-time?” From this you can
lead on to the other requirements of the

Confucian system, which Koreans only

honor in their non-.observance, and you
can use this opportunity for wielding

the sword of the Spirit and driving it in

through the weak spot of his armor, and
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SO arouse him to a sense of his guilt and
of his ueed of the Savior. With people

that have in their need of a Savior

sought admission to the church you will

have no difficulty in making them give

up ancestral worship.
With regard to theirancient marriage

customs I may say that I have found no
reluctance on the part of our Christians

,
in substituting the Christian ceremony
for their old practices. The case lies

otherwise with the burial and mourning
customs. Into this question again there

enters largely their old Confucianism
•with its demand for showing a proper

regard for the deati parents. Many of

the practices are retained because the

Christians do not want to be charged
with being impious or devoid of hlial

feelings. Still, even here it has been

possible to effect a slight change, at

least so far as that our Christians do not

observe all the forms of mourning. And
yet, considering that the son has, by his

deep mourning, not only to indicate his

sorrow for his father’s death, but also

tl'.at he takes upon himself the sins of

his father, it is desirable that our Christ-

ians should be taught that only Christ

can take the place of the sinner and
that a Christian son should confine his

mourning to an appropriate expression

of such sorrow as he really feels.

As an illustration of how isolated Ko-
rean Christians solve these i)roblems for

themselves and change their customs,

I beg to mention the following:—One
man told me once that on the sacrificial

days he assembled his family in the

evening, lit candles, but not before the

tablets (for they had been destroyed),

and prayed that God may have mercy
on his departed ancestors who had had
no chance to hear the Gospel. While I

took occasion to point out to him the

danger and heresy of such an action, I

could not help thinking that God would
accept such a prayer in the spirit in

which it was offered.

There are many things that will be
changed yet by the Korean Christians

as they receive more spiritual enlighten-

ment. IVe can do very little, but

OocTs Word and His Holy Spirit will

bring about the changes in the customs
of this nation that will make it a truly

Christian nation, as truly Christian as

ours in the west, and yet leave it orient-

al. May God grant that western civili-

zation, with its baneful influences, will

leave the Korean church untouched !

Mr. Moose remarked that he had been
told all Korean Christians pray regular-
ly for their departed ancestors, this be-

ing the understanding on which they
have given up Confuciau worship.
Dr. Gaie said the question. What shall

be our attitude toward mourning cus-
toms, confronts all of us. We must deal
gently with t.ie Koreans, who, as they
grow in grace, will gradually advance
in such matters.

Mr. Moore felt certain that such per-
nicious customs as lotteries, wine drink-
ing, debt, usury, smoking excessively,

grave-sorcery, would pass out as the
light of God shines in.

Dr. Moffett asserted that not all church
members are in the habit of praying
for their dead ancestors, and that he had
found them quite willing to abandon it.

At the close of the afternoon session
the secretary of the committee under
whose auspices the Conference had come
together reported the recommendation
of that committee to the effect that a

General Conference upon Missionary
Work in Korea, to be a week in dura-
tion, be held in the month of Septem-
ber, 1909, to commemorate the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the beginning of

missionary work in this country
; and

that the several Missions be requested,
at their annual gatherings in the year
1906, to select the delegates who shall

compose the general committee to con-
duct this conference. The recomm'in-
dation was unanimously adopted by the
assembly.

The evening session was signalized

by the delivery of Dr. Underwood’s ad-
dress upon

TWENTY YEARS OF MISSIONARY WORK
IN KOREA.

Two whole decades, one third of a

cycle, one fifth of a century, have now
passed since Protestant mi.ssion work
began in Korea, and it is well fitting

that we mark this da)' by special ser-

vices, that we stop a moment and look
back on the difficulties overcome and
the successes achieved and thank God
for them, and that with these in mind
we take courage for the future.



2o6 THE KOREA FIELD. November, 1904.

Thirty years ago Korea was in truth

the Hermit Nation with all doors tight

closed against all outsiders. Twenty-
eight years ago she was induced to open
intercourse with her near neighbor, and
on February 26th., 1876, she concluded
a treaty with Japan. But stjll, with a

tenaciousness of purpose that we cannot
but admire, she held out against all the
blandishments of westerners six whole
years longer till May 22nd

, 1882, when
the first treaty with a w.->steru power,
with the United States of America, was
signed.

The church had been long asking for

an open door. Her prayers had been
long and insistent, yet with what faith

may be judged from the fact that when
the answer came she was not ready. She
however began to prepare to enter in

1884. The Methodist Church sent Dr.
R. S. McClay to look over the field in

June of that year, aud took steps to find

the men, aud Rev. H. G. Appenzeller
and Dr. Scranton arrived in Korea in

the spring of 1885. The Presbyterian
Church at the same time was searching
for the men, and in June of 1884 ap-

pointed Dr. J. W. Heron and in July
the speaker

;
and in • August cabled to

Dr. H. N. Allen, then in Shanghai, to

proceed to Korea, where he arrived on
September 20th.

Twenty years ago, almost as it were
but yesterday, marked the arrival of the

first Protestant missionary with the in-

tention of settling in the land; and truly

as we gaze over the field to-day, we will

all say “This is the Lord’s doing; it is

marvellous in our eyes
;
blessed be the

Lord God.’’

How vague indeed were our first im-
pressions ! What strange things we ex-
pected to see! We w^ell knew that the
old Korean law had been, not simply
death to all foreigners, but death to all

Koreans found guilty of harboring for-

eigners, The awful persecutions of the
Romanist Christians in the ’60s were,
prominent in our thoughts. The previ-

ous failure of persistent efforts made by
all powers, especially by France and
America, could not be forgotten. In

1884, after my appointment, when in-

troduced to the .secretary of the London
Missionary Society, his first exclama-
tion, when my destination was mention-
ed, was “Korea, Korea, that’s the place

where we sent a man tw’enty years ago
and never heard from him again,” re-

ferring to the devoted Mr. Thompson,
who had taken passage on the ill-fated

Shermari as a means of reaching his des-
tination and had perished just outside
of Pyeng Yang. Of course we knew
that a treaty now existed which promis-
ed us certain rights, but we were told

that treaties would not change the peo-
ple, that it was the people who hereto-
fore had kept Korea shut, and that a

small minority in the government had
succeeded in overriding the majority of

the people in securing the passage of

these treaties. We w%re freely told that

we were taking our lives in our .hands,
and urged by not a few to refrain from
starting on such a foolhardy errand. We
expected to find a savage people, hostile

to everything foreign, and of course es-

pecially so to the foreigner.

Naturally on our appointment to Ko-
rea we studied the history of missions in

other fields in preparation for our work.
We learned how Judson had worked year
after year and almost decade after dec-
ade in what came to be called the Lone
Star Mission without a single convert,

until the church he represented was
about to withdraw the mission. We saw
how the missionaries to China had been
called to plod tediously along without
any fruits for almost half a century. We
read how even in Japan they had to

wait nearly ten years before they bap-
tized their first convert, twelve years
before they organized their first church, 1

with even then only six Christians. i

And we naturally expected that we too '

would be called upon to spend a goodly
1

number of years in simply mining and I

sapping, in laying the foundations, in s

preparing the ground, and conversions i

were not to be expected for a long period t

of years. The speaker, before leaving i

New York, was talked to privately by c

the Executive Committee of the Board s

and urged not to be down-hearted over f

long waiting for results, for, given a d

land like Korea, many years would in- b

tervene before they could be expected, f(

We found, as you all know, a gentle,
f<

friendly, warmhearted, openhanded, b

generous people, who wanted, almost C

wherever we went, to treat us as favor- j

ed guests from afar. We found a people b

patient and long suffering, who would
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carry the endurance of hardships almost

to a fault and yet to whom, when once
tried too far, when once roused, the old

instincts of savagery seemed to return

with increased force, like the bursting of

pent up waters. And, as some of us have

seen, a Korean mob is like wild beasts

in ferocity and savagery. We found a

people deeply ignorant from a western
point of view, yet from an oriental stand
point educated and having a fair degree
of culture. Their lack of knowledge of

natural science had left them a prey to

innumerable superstitions, so that they
•were unable to discern between the true

and the false. We found the people
wholly heathen, giving their adherence
to one or other of three religious, and
ofttimes to all three, yet with no real

faith, no hope for the present or future,

and no religious leaders and teachers to

whom they could look.

We found however ready to hand a

Chinese Christian literature, for which
there was, though limited, considerable

use, and it proved of much service. We
found a few tracts and translations from
the hands of Messrs. Ross and Mac-
Intyre of Manchuria, that were of con-
siderable use in the north. We found a

few Christians from Mukden, who had
been travelling and preaching and win-
ning a way for the Gospel, a little hand-
ful of John the Baptists who had already
done not a little seed sowing. We
found already established a Roman
Catholic Church, which in its one
hundred years of existence had had a
history religiously glorious, but politi-

cally and practically prejudicial to our
work. We found also a people ready to
listen to the Gospel, willing and eager
to purchase books. In Koyang in the
spring of 1888, when Mr. Appenzeller
in company with the speaker offered
the Gospel of Mark for sale, the books
were demanded so fast that we had to
close our packs and stop the sales for the
sake of saving some for the remainder of
the trip. A year later in Song Do in two
day's we sold more than a pony load of
books which we had thought suflScient

for a three months’ trip, and sent back
for more. I do not mean to say these
books were purchased because they were
Christian, but the fact that the natives
were willing to buy in spite of their
being Christian revealed quite plainly

the open door that God had placed be-

fore His messengers in Korea.
One of the first things to be done was

to win the favor of the government as far

as possible, so that obstacles should not
be unnecessarily placed in our way

;
but

this, without the favor of the people,
would be of but little use, and con-
sequently, while endeavoring to win
the former, we strove still more for the
latter. Under the guidance of Provi-
dence both of the.se were early accom-
plished through the labors of the medical
missionaries. Dr. Allen’s work for

Min Yong Ik, the establishment of the
Royal Korean Hospital as a recognition

of it, and the subsequent services of

Drs. Allen, Heron, Scranton, and Mrs.
Bunker in the palace, hospitals, and dis-

pensaries. soon won the first place in

the hearts of the people for our mission-
aries.

At the start the results of foreign

surgery and medicine, although of the
simplest, were so remarkable as to seem
miraculous. Missionary work among the
cholera sufferers in 1886 and 1894 also

did not a little to break down even the
most antiforeign prejudices. Then, too,

while mistakes were made and at times
we lost temper and patience with ex-
asperating Koreans, yet our general at-

titude toward them and the manifested
reason for our coming gradually won
for us a place in their hearts; and to no
small degree was this done and has it

been held by the. gentle influence of our
women and our little children. Espe-
cially under God has this been the case

with our little ones, who in numberless
instances have won a hearing which
•would otherwise have been withheld.

Then, too, a new and diflScult lan-

guage had to be conquered and language
helps prepared. In this work the
French had been foremost. English
helps were early prepared by Mr. Scott

in 1888, by the speaker in 1889, followed

by Mrs. Baird’s “Fifty’ Helps’’ and Dr.
Gale’s Dictionary and “Grammatical
Forms’’ in 1894. Bible translations

were early begun, and a tentative ver-

sion of the Gospel of Mark was publish-

ed in 1887. A Christian literature had
to be prepared, and early the Korean
Religious Tract Society was organized.

Hymns had to be translated and the

natives taught to sing.
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The training of native workers was
one of the most important duties which
stared us in the face, for we well knew
that the winning of Korea must be
through the work of the natives. Doubt-
ing the advisability of employing young
converts to carry on this work, we early

hit upon the expedient of making each
convert a worker while leaving him to

abide in the calling wherein he was found,
and thus we have endeavored to raise

up a church of working Christians.

Schools were needed, and the first year

saw the beginnings of boys' and girls’

schools in both missions
;
and for these,

of course, school books had to be pre-

pared.

In addition to this there were endless

problems to be solved and what seemed
almost insurmountable diflficulties to be
overcome, nearly all familiar to many of

you, and many of them as yet unsolved
or only partially so :—What are we to

do to prevent rice Christians and frauds ?

How are we to strike the happy mean
between too great caution on the one hand
and too great rashness on the other?

How far is it best to render free medical

service? How shall we deal with appli-

cants for baptism? How are we to train,

remunerate, and manage helpers? How
to carry on our work with no money?
How to differentiate between men and
women’s itinerating? How to get books
printed, when there was no press and no

Korean type? How shall we elevate the

Korean and teach him at the same time to

keep his place? How best can we protect

from unjust persecution without using

influence unduly and harmfully? How
shall w’e keep the natives out of harmful
political complications and yet not in-

terfere with individual liberty? How are

we to interest, feed, and guide a rapid-

ly increasing body of infant believers?'

How to organize and direct churches

and work? How to manage the concu-

bine and marriage question? The drink

question? Sabbath difficulties? Ances-

tral worship? Romanist interferences?

and a host of other questions, most of

which are still left for as to solve. But
the main question, and that which in-

cludes all others, is how most speedily

and most successfully shall we establish

in Korea a self-supporting, self-propa-

gating, self-governing Church of Christ?

Medical work opened the door and it

has naturally ever since held a promi-
nent place in Korean missions. But the
effort has always been to make it medi-
cal evangelism, and I think lam safe in
saying that the missionary doctors in
Korea take a greater delight in the
evangelistic results of their work than
in the medical. There are at present
here over twenty practicing missionary
physicians, who are carrying on their
work in three foreign built fully equip- I

ped hospitals and numerous native built
I

hospitals and dispensaries. These may
be termed perhaps makeshifts for hos-
pitals, but in them work is done that -

would reflect credit on the best hospitals
j

of Europe and America. In almost a
dozen cities this work is going on for

both men and women, as time will per-
mit medical itinerating trips are taken,

!

and on an average over fifty thousand
j

patients are treated annually. To all of
j

these the Gospel is preached, and the
|

good, both physical and spiritual, that
j

these institutions are accomplishing and
the share they are taking in the uplift-

ing of Korea are incalculable.

As was noted above, school work was
|

early begun. But with the missions in

Korea the aim of their .schools has not
been so much to use them as evangelistic

agencies, but rather to provide a Christ-

ian education for the children of Christ-

ians. With this aim in view there are

scattered over Korea already more than
one hundred primary schools, most of

which are supported entirely by the na-

tive churches. Three academies for

higher education, two in Seoul and one
in Pyeng Yang, besides several boarding
schools for girls, have already been es-

tablished. Professional work has al-

ready been begun also in medicine and
theology. In this nation, which thirty

years ago was a hermit nation, we have
a hold today upon the young which
augurs well for the future.

From a literary standpoint no little

has been accomplished. Christian news-
papers have been established, tracts and
religious books have been prepared,

i

some text books for our schools and me-
i

dical books are ready, but many more <

are still needed ;
and this year the Board

(

of Bible Translators completed its work
on the New Testament and are now

t

pushing on with the Old. For the first
i

printing it was necessary to go to Japan r
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and even to have the type made; now

I

w’e have a fully equipped Mission Press,
I ready annually to turn out by the mil-

lions its leaves for the healing of the

I

nation.

All these are evangelistic agencies

I

and all of this work is evangelistic

! work. And now let us stop for a mo-
ment or two and tabulate some of the

visible evangelistic re.sults of these va-

ried labors and of the more direct

preaching of the Gospel,

In the winter of 1885 the Rev. H. G.
Appenzeller invited all the missionaries

in Korea to a watch night service, less

than a dozen men and women, all told.

At that little meeting, as w’e gathered
around our Father’s footstool, the bur-

den of prayer was that we might have
souls as seals to our ministry during the

coming year. Most of us had been in

Korea not a year, and for what were we
asking? Were we not asking too much
of God ? These w’ere the questions that

passed through our minds even when
we w'ere on our knees. We didn’t have
much faith that night, but oh, how we
wrestled in prayer for souls. On the

1 ith day of July, 1886, we baptized our
first convert in the parlor of Dr. Heron’s
home, and about a month later it was
my privilege to assist Mr. Appenzeller
in the baptism of the second convert at

his home.

,
In the winter of 1886 we had another

watch night service, and at this meeting
the first prayer that was offered was that

we might have a score of souls during
the year upon which we were just enter-

ing. Again we almost thought we were
asking too much of God. “But the love

of God is broader than the measure of

man’s mind, and the heart of the Eternal

is most wonderfully kind. ’’ Before the

end of the year there were over a score

of members in the two churches. Before

the close of 1888 the numbers were more
than doubled. And when I was in Amer-
ica on my first furlough we were able

to report over one hundred Christians

in the tw’o Protestant churches then
working in Korea. No mission field

since apostolic days had been so won-
derfully blessed.

With a knowledge of the openness of

the country and of the people, when on
furlough in 1891 and 1892, as I pled for

reinforcements, I told of the prospects

that were before the church, if she
would but enter Korea at once. Mr.
Speer of our Board and others thought I

was altogether too sanguine
;
but I had

never begun to dream of even the mer-
est beginnings of the wonderful showers
of blessing God had in store for Korea.
The work has been blessed ten and
twenty fold more bounteously than any
mortal had ever thought.

Consider for a moment the past year
alone, and the figures are not complete.
There were received into full commun-
ion last year by all the Protestant
churches working in Korea more than
2,400 souls. This would be an average
of over 200 a month, 50 a week. Truly
the Lord is adding unto Himself daily

such as shall be saved. “This is the

Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our
eyes.”
Now, to sum up for the whole church

work, there are in Korea to-day over
sixty missionaries, who have under their

care 820 and more partially organized
churches, some of these of large n\em-
bership. In these churches there are

16,233 communicants, 11,003 catechu-
mens, with a total of over 40,000 adher-

ents or men and women that call them-
selves Christian. This is indeed the

Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in

our eyes. “Blessed be the Lord God,
the God of Israel, who only doeth won-
drous things.”

Lastly, let us consider the vision of the

future, promised and justified by our re-

view of the past. It seems to me that I

can see plainly before me today a new
Korea, a nation emancipated, completely,

emancipated, politically, intellectually,

spiritually, from the thraldom of misrule,

ignorance, and superstition, a Christian

Korea. I see in the future schools,

Christian in teaching, in teachers, in

esprit du corps, in every town and vil-

lage, with academies and higher schools

in all the larger cities, a medical college

and school for nurses, and in every city

in the land self supporting hospitals

;

an effective corps of native women
evangelists, Bible readers, and deacon-

esses, ministering to the suffering and
bringing light and cheer to the dying,

here and there all over the land institu-

tions of mercy, giving practical illus-

tration of the love of Christ. I have a

vision of Christian homes, Christian vil-
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lages, Christian rulers, and Christian

government
;
and, guiding, controlling,

influencing it all I see an organized

church with a competent, well trained,

thoroughly consecrated native ministry,

a united non-sectarian church of Christ,

where there are neither Methodists,

Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Jews nor

Greeks, Barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor

free, circumcised, nor uncircumcised, but

CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL. I see this

nation reaching out strong glad arms of

influence to China on the one hand and
to Japan on the other, softening the

prejudice and conservatism of the one,

and steadying the faith of the other;

and thus, Korea with a hand in that of

either sister, the three join the great

circle of Christian nations who praise

the Lamb forever and ever and hail

Jesus King of kings and Lord of lords.

And we, if not here, from there shall

see it all, and as we gaze in wonder and
rapture shall repeat “This is the Lord’s
doing ; it is marvellous in our eyes.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who
only doeth wondrous things, and blessed

be His holy name forever, and let the

whole earth be filled with His glory.”

And all the hosts of heaven shall re-

spond “Amen and amen.”
* * *

There can not be too much told of the

work in Korea. We rejoice to welcome
“The Korea Methodist,” whose month-
ly issue of eight octavo pages, beginning
from this month of November is to keep
the great Methodist church at home,
both north and south, informed as to

what the Lord is doing through its mis-

sionaries in this land. May it bring
many more to pray for Korea, to give to

Korea, to come as God’s messengers to

Korea.
« *

“One of the most pleasing features of

the school” says Mrs. Lee “was the in-

terest taken by the fathers and mothers
of the girls. They brought in the rice

or money and always seemed so pleased
to see the girls doing so well. On the

last day the fathers of all came into take
their daughters home, and they depart-
ed, the fathers with a bundle of quilts

and the daughters with smiles and tears,

sorry to say goodbye, but hoping to come
again next year.”

THE KOREA FIELD.

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY IN THE MONTHS OF

February, May, August, and November :

With the object of familiarizing its readers with tWe
working of the Holy Spirit in the Churches of Korea.

Annual subscription. Including postage lo cents
or 20 sen

To be paid in America through MR. C. W. HAND, trea-
surer of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

To be remitted in Korea to DR. C. C. VINTON, Seoul.

September is yearly the month of

meetings in Korea. This year It has
been an overflowiHg month. From the
4th. of September, when the Bible Con-
ference opened in Seonl. to the 3rd. of

October, the date on which the Annual 1

Meeting of the northern Pre.sbyterian i

Mission came to an adjournment, one
meeting followed another in close succes-
sion, the Presbyterian Council, the An-
nual Meetings of three or four missions,
the General Meeting of the Tract Society,

Bible Committee’s meeting, meeting to

organize fhe Educational Society of Ko-
rea, committee meetings untold. We
had intended to present a resume of im-
portant work effected in each. We
find it impossible, unless all the pages
of this double number be given up to

this phase of the Korean work. And a

consideration of the question upon its

merits has led us to the decision of con-
tenting ourselves with the much cur-

tailed report of the “vicennial” Con-
ference and with such gleanings of the
good things from the other meetings as

we are able to find room for in this

number. Of material we would gladly

print today enough and more is at hand
to completely fill our volume for the

year.

* * *

One decision arrived at after days of

debate and canvassing of arguments by
the northern Presbyterian Mission at

its meeting last September we cannot
let any degree of pressure for space in

our columns prevent our making as

widely known as may be. It is the de-

cision, God showing His willingness by
sending the men and the means, to open
three new stations. Of these one was
practically decided on a year ago, and
Rev, F. S. Miller is instructed to pur-
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chase property as soon as may be done

and to remove his family next spring,

provided the Board does not prohibit, to

Chong Ju in the Chung Chong pro-

I

vince, about half way between Seoul

and Taiku. A second station is to oc-

cupy a central location in Whang Hai
province, and a committee will select

the most desirable magistracy for it

during the coming winter. Rev. W. B.

I

Hunt and Dr. H. C. Whiting, with
their families, stand ready to move in

i

as soon as Board sanction is obtained

and the arrangements can be completed.

The third station is to be established at

Kang Kei in the far north, where the

beneBcence of the McKenzie Prayer
Circle of Toronto, Canada, enabled Dr.

Sharrocks and Mr. Ross to purchase a

“rest house’’ immediately after Annual
Meeting. Mr. Ross expects to push for-

ward to the occupation of this station

in the immediate future. Taken in con-

nection with the action of the Southern
Presbyterian Mission is deciding to open
at once the station of Kwang Ju in

South Chulla province, transferring to

it the entire force now stationed at

Mokpo and looking for future reinforce-

Kients to re-man the latter, if best, this

constitutes a notable forward step to-

ward the complete occupation of Korea.
It is a direct sequence of long continued
prayer, and some of the separate actions
involved come as definite answers to

specific prayer. Notably so does the
sum with which the “rest house” at

Kang Kei has been purchased. Board
consent depends only on the support af-

forded by the church in the home lar d.

We therefore present it as a distinct ob-
ligation that those to whose hearts we
know Korea lies very close be constant
in supplication before the throne. He
who has so obviously guided us to the
opportunity and to the taking up of this

broader w'ork surely. will not be deaf to

our further prayers on its behalf,

AWAY NORTH TO KANG KEI.

From PersonalReport ofRev. C. Ross,

September, 1904 .

'J^HE first trip after the Annual Meeting
was made to the regions of Kang-

kei. This city is located ten days’ tra-

vel north of Syenchun. The actual dis-

tance, 750 li, or 225 miles, does not in

figures <epresent the difi&cultyof getting

there unless one remembers the numer-
ous mountain ranges that have to be
crossed. Situated about thirty miles

from the Yalu on the west, and with
only one other city between it on the

north and the Manchurian border,

Kanggei lies about equally distant from
Wiju, Syenchun, and Pyeng Yang. If

one could go as a bird flies, the distance

from Syenchun would be a little less,

but having to go either east or west to

secure a road the distance is practically

the same as that from Pyeng Yang.
A trip was made to this northern sec-

tion last fall and extended into Man-
churia on the west, where we have two
groups of Christians. In the city of

Kanggei itself we have tne baptized per-

sons, nineteen catechumens, and ninety-

three adherents. In this northern sec-

tion, extending from the city of Chosan
on the Yalu (a point 165 miles north of

our station) to the Manchurian border

on the north, we have seven unorgan-
ized congregations with over 300 ad-

herents. Of these 42 are communicants,
tw'enty-six of them added during that

trip. At the same time new believers

were received into the catechumenate
to the number of 35.

Another section of territory under
my care lies between Syen Chun and a

point half way east on the main road to

Pyeng Yang. Thence it extends north

until it joins the territory above men-
tioned. The two sections include two
thirds of North Pyeng An province, i.

e., of the mere territory assigned to the

care of Syen Chun station. This east-

ern territory has been visited twice this

year, in January and again in June. It

has nine groups with 633 adherents
; 31

catechumens have been added and 50
persons baptized during the year out of

a total of 159 communicants on the roll.

Four helpers are at work here, the

fourth having been added at the close of

the Syen Chun winter training class.

Before the addition of the fourth helper

two of the three were practically support-

ed by the Koreans. These men are the

acting pastors of various groups until

the time that we have a presbytery.

Two missionaries or evangelists, wholly

supported by the native church, have
been working particularly in the regions

beyond Kanggei. An Academy student
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acted this summer as colportes for a

time, making a trip to Kanggei. By
following out instructions not to sell

books until he had supplied the most dis-

tant points he had enough stock to sup-

ply the region of Kanggei and north,

but little was left over for the parts

through which he passed returning.

This summer a church officer in the city

of Chosan has been appointed as a per-

manent colporter. He took two horse

loads of books with him. That quantity

was sold last fall when I visited this ter-

ritory.

The first training class held for five

days in the fall in Kanggei was attended

by both men and women. It was a great

pleasure to the teacher to see a large

proportion of the members of his class

following the instruction with the open

Bible. The second class was held 210

li, 63 miles, southwest of Kanggei in the

city of Chosan on the bank of the Yalu.

Coming out from Manchuria after a

brief trip to a group of Christians, fifteen

people accompanied me to the training

class. Among these were six women
who walked all day. It is needless i-o say

that with such appreciative pupils we

had a helpful week of study.

In my congregation of one thousand,

scattered over sixteen groups, there are

347 catechumens and 215 communicants.

During the year 68 catechumens have

been added to the roll and 8i persons re-

ceived into fellowship with the Lord.

NEW STATION.

From Annual Report of Syen Cbyen

Station, September, 1904 .

TN our last year’s report we presented

strong arguments for the opening

of a new station in the northern part of

our field. This year we desire to recap-

itulate and emphasize those arguments

more strongly than ever. The great

distance of this field from Syen Chyen

makes the cost of working it from this

station very heavy, one trip often cost-

ing nearly the missionary’s entire al-

lowance of itinerating money for the

year. Furthermore the necessarily

scanty attention that can be given in

one brief visit is altogether too little to

properly care for a work that is growing

so fast. Christianity has taken a firm

hold and is propagating itself rapidly in

the territory that would naturally be
tributary to the new station. There are
already 181 enrolled believers and a
Christian constituency of over 300. The
missionary will be welcomed with open
arms instead of, as is too often the case,
being obliged to settle among a hostile
people. Besides the northern half of
North Pyeng An Do, the territory of
the new station would include a strip of
Manchuria of unknown width settled by
Koreans, among whom two promising
groups are already located.

Kang Kei is the most favorable loca-

tion for the new station. It is, next to
Eui Ju, the largest city in the province.
There is a population of 10,000 and it is

the trade and political center for a wide
region. The people are like the people
of Eui Ju in being wealthier, more in-

telligent, and generally of a higher class

than the people of the smaller cities.

Tiled houses are the rule and the dwel-
lings are built on a much larger scale

than in the southern part of the pro-

vince where timber and fuel are scarce.

The situation is healthful and, compar-
ed w'ith interior mission stations in

other parts of the world, remarkably
accessible. In our opinion the time has

come for a forward movement in the

direction of a new station and we there-

fore renew our request of last year for

two clerical workers for this section,

asking that they be assigned to us at

this meeting of the mission and that one

shall be if possible a man with some
knowledge of the language.

KANG KEI AND THE REST HOUSE.

From a Private Letter by Dr. A. M.

Sbarrocks, November 18tb, 1904 .

A M on my way back from Kang Kei.

Have been away from home more
than three weeks. We have secured a

good rest house in Kang Kei. It is a fine

tiled house of eight rooms and kitchen,

outside sarang, stable, and about ten

kan of quangs. It has quite a little

land around it, is on sloping ground,

and has fields on all sides, which we in-

tend buying up as fast as possible. We
cleaned it up, took out a partition to

make a better sized room for a study

for Mr. Ross, and gave it a fresh coat of

white paper.
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The work in Kang Kei is doing beauti-

fully. I left Ross there with a training

class of eighty or more, which would

last about ten days. He had a list of

about twelve to be examined for bap-

tism, and more than forty candidates

for the catechumenate. If these were
all received, and no doubt most of them
will be, it will nearly double the present

roll. At the Sunday morning service

the Sabbath I was there there were iii

present. Some of them of course were
visitors.

The people of Kang Kei seem to be a

more progressive, intelligent people

than I have seen elsewhere in Korea,

except in Kuiju, and they are even bet-

ter than those in Euiju in their friend-

liness and gentle spirit. Their houses
are large, mostly from three to five or

six rooms, are high and almost unKorean
in their cleanliness. Where we stayed

the house was a seven room house with

high doors, etc., and wooden porches,

and it was refreshing to see one of

the women of the house going about
from room to room with broom and dust-

pan in hand each morning cleaning up.

While we stayed there we had a suite of

three rooms, which we used as bed-

room, kitchen, and drawing-room. Imag-
ine the style

!

The city itself is nicely situated, ex-
cept for its distance away from the rest

of the world. In back is quite a forest

rising up some distance above the city.

The trees are mostly pine, but there are
a number of spruce and others among
them. In front, just at the foot of the
sharp bluffs fifty or sixty feet high upon
which the city wall is, flows a beautiful
river, a large branch of the Yalu. The
river is of good size, though, on account
of its shallow spots, large boats can only
come within 120 A of the city. In front
of Kang Kei the river is about 200 feet

wide and eight or nine feet deep. In
summer of course these dimensions are
greatly exceeded. I never saw water
more clear. Just to the northwest of
the wall flows a branch of this river,

about forty feet wide but a foot or less

deep. It flows into the big river just at

the point of the city wall, which at this

place must be at least 100 feet above the
level of the river. There is still another
smaller branch on the east of the city,

which also flows into the big one just

above. The outlook from an}’ part of

the town is pleasing.

No Japanese tr 'ops have been to

Kang Kei np to the present, but several

months ago some fifty or sixty Russians
came down on them, but were repulsed
by the Korean troops posted there.

They are now expecting the arrival of

some of the Japanese, as they are al-

ready in most of the Yalu cities, Oui-
won, Chosau, Pyeng Tong, Chang Ju,
and of course Euiju.

WHAT A GIRLS’ SCHOOL COUNTS FOR.

From a Private Letter by Miss M. B.
Barrett.

J did not know .Miss McKenzie, as- she
died before I reached Korea, but

she was one of the first people that I

heard about, she and her consecrated

life being mentioned often by thosa who
had known her. 1 am told she spent
a year here in the school when Miss
Doty was in charge, and that she used

to take one or two of the girls out with
her and distribute tracts in any home
where they would receive them. And
even yet occ-i^’onally when a candidate
for baptism is asked where he first

heard of Christ, the answer is, “My
wife received a tract one day about so

many years ago from an old foreign

woman and one or two Korean girls.’’

She taught the girls a number of hymns
in English, and they still sing them,
getting the words all correct, though I

do not know how well they understand
the meaning, as we do not teach En-
glish. But her life made an impress on
those girls that will live on in their lives

and then in others whom they influence.

Such work as Miss McKenzie did

could be done only by an elderly wo-
man, and there is no one here now who
could do it, even if time were not lack-

ing and there were no other hindrances.

A native Korean woman does not need
the girls to help her explain, as Miss
McKenzie did

; so that at present the
girls are not doing any direct evangelis-

tic work. And yet, in a very important
sense, the work is all evangelistic,

though the direct evangelistic work is

impossible to most of our girls until

they become grandmothers. However,
10 most of them it is permitted to work
for the Lord, both while they are in the

school, and after they leave.
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Some of our girls have gone into sec-

tions of the country far from here, and
we hear the most encouraging reports of

the nice clean homes they keep, the way
they keep and train their children, of

their general influence on other women
from their merely being what they are,

without regard to what they can do or

what they say. As yet we have not had
many of them go out as teachers, because
there was no demand for girls’ schools.

The education of girls is still in its in-

fancy in Korea. But one of the girls

who finished the course last spring is

teaching a primary school for girls on
the other side of the city this year. She
has nine little girls in her charge, and
as she is a girl with a very strong

character and a beautiful Christian life,

I think she must do much good. Next
year probably another girl will take her
place, and she will go to her parents in

Pyeng Yang. The plan is for her to be

married to a young man in the Academy
there aud teach in the girls’ school there

till her husband shall finish his course

and leave Pyeng Yang and go into

Christian work. At any rate, however
the plans work out, the girl will be a

strong influence for Christ wherever she

goes.

A second girl was married last spriug.

Her mother is a virago, and, having
been disappointed in getting many of the

good things of this life, had made up
her mind to get them through this

daughter. I can’t tell you of all the

ways she planned and worked to get the

girl out of our possession and tried to

sell her, but at last it became so evident

that she was fully determined to get what
she could out of this one resource left

her, even if at the price of the girl’s vir-

tue, that a marriage was hurriedly ar-

ranged for her with Mr. Gale’s cook.

It was not done on the sly, and the

mother was told, but it was carried out

in order to save the girl, and at the last

the mother gave a seeming consent. But
since the wedding the mother has been

making life a burden to both the girl

aud her husband, so now we plan to send

them to one of our out-stations, where
the man can work for one of the mission-

aries and the girl assist in woman’s
work. In that particular station they

want just what this girl will be, a good
educated Christian young woman to

help start a school for little girls. So
she too will have very important work
to do.

Two of last year’s graduates are assist-

ing me in this school here. Others are
married and filling their places well.

Now about some new girls. Cbie little

girl just entered is twelve years old,

reads, writes, and knows some Chinese.
Her father is a recent believer, and,
though a very earnest man, I think, not
yet baptized. The little girl knows al-

most nothing of Christ or Christian
teaching. That is just what the girls

I’ve been writing about were when they
began in the school. This child has
younger brothers and sisters, and I hope
much for what she can do for them dur-
ing the summers after spending her
winters here.

Another case is more interesting, but
less typical. This girl was one of a

family of girls. She saw her elder sisters

married off, all of them unfortunately,
and as she saw them so unhappy, she

determined not to marry, and when
it came her turn she refused. Then,
when they were preparing to compel
her, she ran away and went to a

Buddhist temple, where she shaved her

head and became a priestess. This was
putting herself down with the lowest of

the low and losing caste altogether. Her
family were so angry that they tried to

kill her. Up to that time she had never

heard )f Christ, but about then she fell

in with a Christian family, who took her

into their own home, where she stayed

for some time, learning what she could

of Christ and His teachings and His

love. Then the missionary who had

charge of that district put her into this

school. She is taking her place with the

other girls studying, sewing, working,

and seems very happy. I don’t think

Christian truth has as yet greatly affect-

ed her, but she is interested and willing

to be taught. She wears her head wrap-

ped up in a white cloth to hide the hair,

which is still very short, and her face,

though bright, is as yet quite different

in expression from that of the girls who
have been here one or two or more years.

I think these cases illustrate what I

mean by saying that all our work is

evangelistic. The girls here are to be

teachers, wives of helpers, examples of

beautiful Christian character, when not
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in active work for Christ. And after a

few more years doubtless some of our
former girls will become Bible women

;

but in Korea that is impossible till they

get to be rather old women, say thirty-

6ve or forty at least.

JUNKIN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

From Personal Report of Dr. C. H.

Irvin, September, 1904.

'J'HANKS be to God and generous
friends for the Junkin Memorial

Hospital ! The building was finished

last October and, had the heating plant

been here, the hospital could have been
opened for the reception of patients at

that time. But the plant did not reach
us until February, and when it did

come, we were lacking funds with which
to install it or carry on that department
of the work until the close of the fiscal

year. Through these delays nearly a
year of valuable time has been lost.

The heating plant is now being in-

stalled at the time of the writing of this

report, and we hope to see the hospital
formally opened before September.
The building is first class in every

particular, beautifully built, light and
cheerful, and we would make no change
in the plan, even if we could. The cut
on the appropriation left me but $92.50
more than I had last year, when only
the dispensary was to care for. How I

am to care for the hospital from ward to

laundry, including assistants, light and
heating, food, general expenses, &c.,
&c., for a period of eight months with
only this small awiouut available from
the Board, and do it as it ought to
be done, is a question I yearn to have
solved.

In this department one thing contin-
ually aimed at has been the putting of

the medical work, as far as possible, on
a self-supporting basis. There is no
reason why those who are fully able to

meet the cost of their treatment should
be supplied gratis. Indeed to give free
that for which they are able to pay
tends to promote a parasitic spirit

among those who are the recipients of

such favors, and stifles that spirit of

self-reliance which we all desire, in the
interest of the native church, to be cul-

tivated and developed. There are of

course those who come to us who are

poor as well as sick, and their poverty-
stricken condition renders it entirely

impossible for them to help themselves
in the way indicated, and towards such
our duty is clear. To turn away the
unhelped would be in direct variance to

the spirit of Christianity and would
therefore frustrate the high object we
have in view. Hence the destitute must
not only be supplied with free medicine
but with food and clothes also, if needs
be, while under treatment as patients,

and for this purpose there should be
funds provided by the church.
Every department is overshadowed

with the evangelistic spirit and made to

bear the Christian seal. We do our
best to make known to those who come
that there is a free and present salvation

for all and that the Gospel shuts none
out but those who by their unbelief

lock the door aganist themselves. In

this I have been ably assisted, not only
by the hospital evangelistic helper and
the Bible woman, but by all the Koreans
connected with me in the work.
Much Christian literature has been

placed in the hands of the patients, but
great effort is placed on trying to get in

personal touch with all and explain to

them the way of salvation, and that our
mission here is not so much to heal the

body as it is to save the soul from sin

and death. Therefore, on the patients

reaching the waiting-room, we do not

offer thorn literature at once, but try to

become acquainted and make friends.

In this way, having brushed away the

coldness and embarrassment that usual-

ly exists between strangers, and having
in a measure warmed our way iuto their

confidence and affection, we tell them
about God and His wonderful plan of

salvation for them and all mankind.
The frank, open-hearted, and honest
way they listen to the sweet story of

Jesus is sometimes very touching, and
it is not uncommon for patients to re-

main for some time after they receive

their treatment to learn more and pry
farther into God’s plan for them.
The Junkin Memorial Hospital will

open a new avenue for winning souls en-

tirely for Christ, and w'e pray daily that

God will make it a power in His work.
Patients, after undergoing a more or

less serious operation, must of necessity

remain some time for after-treatment.
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and this will furnish the opportunity
fora regular course of instruction. We
believe many conversions will follow,

and those who return to their homes
unrescued certainly can never be the

same heathen they were before and will

be able to do much good for Christianity

by their testimony as to the practical

workings and to the teachings they
received while \jith us.

KOKCHUNG UPSO.

From Personal Report ofRev. C. A.

Clark, September, 1904.

QNE incident only I want to speak of,

the death of Yi Yong Uhni. He
was the little lame boy who was in the
hospital several months for hip disease.

He always came to all of the services and
even when he became very weak he had
the attendants bring him in and put
him down right by the speaker’s

desk. His little face looked up at one so

colorless and transparent, it seemed to

have in it a little touch of heaven, eveu.
before he went. We examined him
for baptism in November. He was near-

ly gone then, in pain all the time, catch-

ing his breath as he answered the ques-
tions. I never expect to hear such an-

swers again. Dr. Avison was asking
the questions. Every answer came clear

and true. He knew whom he had be-

lieved. One could feel it. One or two
of his answers were especially good.

Dr. Avison asked “How do you feel

now? A little while ago you were afraid

you were going to die: are you afraid

now?” “Oh no, kokchung upso (I

have no anxiety)” he said. “Well, do
you want to be baptized ? And if so,

why ?” the doctor asked. “I want to

get nearer to Jesus and have His seal

upon me.” “But can’t you get nearer

without that?” “Oh yes : but I want
that too.” “Well, supposing you do
not get this baptism and should die;

could you get into heaven any way?”
“Oh yes, it don’t make so much differ-

ence about this baptism after one has the

baptism of the Holy Spirit." I caught
the doctor’s eye as he said that in his

sweet boyish voice. I know the doctor

felt as I did, that the little fellow was
away up on the heights above us. He
went home a little later, up where he
need have no more kokchung about that

poor aching body. If the Seoul hospital
has never done anything else, it has
more than justified itself in the life of
little Yi.

COUNTRY EVANGELISTIC WORK.

From Annual Report ofPyeng Yang

Station, September, 1904.

J^NCOURAGING features are numer-
ous. There is an increased liber-

ality in giving, showing itself not only
in larger subscriptions to the helpers’

salaries (in two circuits these subscrip-
tions have doubled) but in gifts for

church buildings and for evangelistic
work.
From Anju comes this story of a gen-

erous gift. The Japanese troops used the
church building for a stable and dam-
aged it and the houses near by to such
an extent that the people decided that

their best course was to buy a house in

a different neighborhood and fix it up
for a church. One woman named Choi
Si, a widow of considerable means, was
particularly zealous for the new church.
During a severe illness she had been
thinking a great deal about the Lord’s
work in Anju, and its needs, and her

conclusion was like this, as nearly as

can be quoted from memory : “The
church here is small and not fit for the

people to use, and there is no good place

for the the helper or the missionary to

stay when they come to visit us, and the

missionary can not bring his wife here to

see the people. So the Lord has put it

into my heart to buy a church and give

it to them.” The war kept her from
selling her fields as she intended,

but she contributed 500 yang, and this,

with 450 more raised by the other Christ-

ians, bought a fine tiled house, well

located, that will make a splendid

church, and will be a source of more joy

to the congregation than if it had been

all the gift of one person.

For the evangelistic work, not only

has the force of helpers been increased,

but the people are supporting numerous
special preachers. The six groups that

meet at Mu Chin, in the Choong Wha
circuit, one Sunday in each month, pay

the expenses of several of their number,

one being a woman, whom they send out

to preach. As a result many have heard

the Gospel and a group that seemed dead
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is now revived. The people of Kok-san

Kol famished money to pay an evangelist

to come in and preach especially to unbe-

lievers in their town. Two circuits each

support a market preacher who travels

like a merchant over a regular beat,

preaching and selling books at all the

fairs. Mention should also be made of

the Yong Sukol’s gifts of 2,000 nyang in

money and 6elds to endow a school.

Better even than the gifts for the sup-

port of helpers and the sending out of

evangelists is the report that there is

among the people of all the circuits a

‘‘general desire to preach more.” Two
groups have divided the counties in

which they are situated among the mem-
bers of the congregations for regular and
systematic evangelization.

The Auak circuit reports two young
men, K.im Kwi and O Sunhung, convert-

ed during the past year and already

widely known both by reason of their

work for souls and for the inspiration

they are to others. They are men of

good families and in comfortable circum-

stances so that they can give ranch time

to study and to preaching. Mr. Kim
was converted last autumn, and put in

several months at classes, including the

Pyeng Yang Winter Class. In February
he moved from Haiju to the magistracy

of Chang Yung, where he has been un-

tiring in teaching and preaching. Mr.

O is a resident of Chang Yung, and last

fall for the 6rst time entered the Acade-
my. He was not then a professing

Christian, but was interested and was
reading the Bible, His Academy w’ork

w’as good, and from the first he took an
active part in religious exercises. Dur-
ing the evangelistic cami)aign in the

city, he made his first attempt at street

preaching. When the Japanese army
came into Pyeng Yang he returned to

his home, and with Mr. Kim began
teaching what he knew of the Gospel.

He opened his own house for the work,
besides preaching in the markets, on the

street corners, and to the proups of

farmers as they were resting from their

work. It was not long till others were
interested, and they began to gather in

Mr, O’s house for Sunday services. The
meetings have an attendance of about

40 persons and Mr, O considers the work
too important to leave, even that he may
attend the Academy next fall, though
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he hopes yet to be able to complete the
course.

The work is better leoked after in

some respects. This is due partly to

there being more helpers and those that
are already at work being better instruct-

ed, and partly to the ordination of three
elders;—Han Suk-chin of the- So Oo
Moul group, Choi Chung-yup of Mo-
dong, and Cho Pyung-jik of Kyodong
(ordained July 24). These ordinations
make organized churches of the three
groups to which the men belong. The
Pyeng An Committee of Council will re-

quest the privilege of ordaining several

more elders in country groups this year.

Some good new material for helpers and
leaders is also reported.

The Mr. Han mentioned above has
been a marked man in the development
of our work. Baptized in Wiju in 1891

he began aggressive work for the con-
version of his friends and acquaintances
and gave such promise of usefulness,

zeal, and sincerity, that he was selected

as assistant in opening the work in

Pyeng Yang. He moved here in the
spring of 1893, and continued until 1897
as helper in the city church, when he
removed to the country 20 it east.

Through him we purchased our property
in Pyeng Yang and he had to bear the
brunt of the persecution which came up-
on the infant church in the spring of

1894. Faithful, though he expected to

die for his faith, he witne.ssed most
powerfully to this entire northern re-

gion. His activity in the region of So
Oo Moul has resulted in a strong church
there and several other groups which
are developing into churches. Strongly
beset by the temptation to enter into

political schemes for the reform of the
government, he spent one most unhappy
year of compromise and struggle, but
gained a signal victory and for some
years has again given himself zealously
to the work to which he believes the
lyord has called him. His efforts have
been greatly blessed and we are asking
this year that he be taken under our care
as a candidate for the ministry.

A point in favor of the church is that
it is better understood. The persecution
in Whang Hai, now happily at an end,
opened the eyes of the people to the dif-

ference between Protestants and Catho-
lics. Also, as one report says, “year by

THE KORB.a FIELD.
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year the contrast between the Christians

and their heathen neighbors is increas-

ing.” This was strikingly illustrated at

Sam Kol last Winter. One cold night,

a young and very bright scholar from
near the Yalu, came to a Confucian
school begging the privilege of sleeping

there that night. The teacher’s answer
was a rough refusal, to which he added
‘‘go across the valley to the ‘Jesus

Church.’” The young man went, and
was treated kindly and given a place to

sleep. The leader of the group asked him
to stay, and while he studied the doctrine

to teach them to read the Chinese New
Testament more accurately. He soon
developed into an earnest inquirer,

taught the boys Chinese, established a

little school, and by attending the
Pyeng Yang cla.sses is fitting himself for

regular work as a teacher.

Best of all is the spirit of the people.

Everyw'here the war and the coming of

the soldiers caused anxiety and trouble,

and everywhere they stood firm. A
few, mostly catechumens, gave up their

observance of the Lord’s Day, but the

most have been faithful throughout, and
have come out of the trial the stronger for

it. We w’ould speak particularly of the

Chinnampo group. It was at this port

that part of the Japanese First Column

—

perhaps 25.000 men—was landed, and
for months the town has endured mili-

tary occupancy, with all its attendant

evils. Yet the Christians were faithful

and the group is growing vigorously.

The threats of the Tong Haks, direct-

ed as they were at the Christians, were
even a better test than the war, and this

too W'as nobly met. A few here and
there went over to the Tong Haks, but
nearly all held fast their faith. One
young man, the onlj’^ believer in a vil-

lage full of Tong Haks, who when the

day set for the rising was near, came
across to where the missionary was, to

be received as a catchumen, with no ap-

parent fear of the danger that faced him,

is a fair sample of the faith and courage of

the wholechurch, in atimewhen thecoun-
try Christians in particular were confront-

ed by what might easily have proved a

serious situation. And now that the

movement is quiescent, the Christians

are seizing their opportunity to spread

the Gospel among the former Tong
Haks, many of whom are coming to see

that they were deluded, and some are
turning to the truth.

OUT-STATIONS OF MOKPO STATION.

From Report of Dr, C. C. Owen, Sep-

tember, 1904. ,

'J^HE church at Engge, Kwangju coun-
ty, with Mr. Chee in charge, re-

ports 47 catechumens as against 21 last

year and an average attendance of igo,

last year, 25. Twenty-one adults were
received into the church. In addition

to the Sunday-school and the usual

Sunday morning service, there are a

Sunday evening service and a weekly
prayer-meeting conducted at two vil-

lages, On Saturday evening a class for

the catechumens is conducted bj' the

leader. During the winter there was a

school for boys at Todim, in which vil-

lage Mr. Chee resides. Eight boys
were in attendance : three were examin-
ed, of whom one was baptized and an-

other was received into the catechumen
class. This school did not survive the

spring on account of lack of support,

but during its brief existence was self-

suppoitiug. Of the members of Engge
church two were disciplined. The
church was visited by persecution. At
first a Christian boy was thrust into

prison, suffering for the sins of others;

and later Mr. Chee, the evangelist, and
another Christian were arrested at their

homes, severely beaten as they walked
along the road, and cast into prison,

where they were confined four days.

The church at Patatung, Naju county,

reports seven catechumens, last year 13.

The apparent decrease may be account-

ed for by the fact that seven were re-

ceived by baptism. The average at-

tendance is put at 40, last year 20, The
Sunday evening service and the weekly

prayer service are conducted at two dif-

ferent villages. A building has been

purchased and fitted up as a house of

worship.
The church at Hanamal, Young

Kwang county, reports seven catechu-

mens, the same number as given last

year, and an average attendance of 80,

last year 20. Five adults were received

by baptism. In addition to these, as

the result of the last examination, six

were received into the catechumen class

and one adult was accepted for baptism.
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but has not been formally received into

the church, owing to the inability of

the missionary to repeat his visit. This
flock also endured persecution. A
member of this church and his father

were caught and beaten w’ith Korean
pillows, w’hich are simply blocks of

wood with no suggestion of downy soft-

ness. The believers were driven out
from their homes and found refuge
among the wild animals in the moun-
tains until their persecutors shouldered
their arms and took their departure.
Since the completion of the new church
building the attendance has increased
rapidly, amounting at times to 160.

The church at Paichee, Chang Sung
county, reports 12 catechumens, last

year six, and an average attendance of

40, last year 10. Five adults received bap-
tism. A conveniently located building
was purchased and fitted up for a house of

worship. At the present time the lead-

er is in prison suffering hardships for

the sake of the Gospel.

SPECIAL WINTER CLASS FOR CITY
MEN.

From Annual Report of Pyeng Yang
Station, September, 1904.

'J'HKRE is a large class of business men
in the city who for various reasons

find it difiScult or impossible to attend
the regular Winter Class, and for whom
we have therefore for two years past
held a special class of half-day sessions.
This year it was planned to hold nightly
evangelistic services in the Central
Church in connection with the class,
and in order to advertise it and secure
as large an attendance as possible, it

was* decided to divide the city into dis-
tricts and then call for volunteers, who
under the leadership of the various mis-
sionaries, who were perforce all at home
owing to war conditions, should make a
systematicdaily visitation of every house
in the city, preaching the Gospel and
inviting to attendance on the evening
services. Over 100 men volunteered for
this service. The forenoons only were
given to studyand iu the afternoon, after
a half-hour prayer service, the various
workers scattered to the portion of the
city assigned to them, and then went two
by two into every house, preaching, and

distributing a specially prepared tract,

to print which a number of the Academy
boys worked the press early and late,

and were therefore not able to partici-

pate in the visitation work.
Each night one Korean and one mis-

sionary preached, presenting the simple

Gospel. The first evening several

hundred unbelievers braved the snow-
storm and came to the church, which
was filled. It was evident that a pro-

found impression had been made, and

96 names were handed in by men who
claimed to be interested. The second

evening brought the largest crowd ever

assembled there, fully 2,000 being pre-

sent. Hundreds were turned away, and
many Christians retired to make room
for the unbelievers. The third day a

special afternoon service was held for

the women, and only men admitted in

the evening, and the men alone com-

fortably filled both sides of the church.

This night some 75 arose and professed

faith in Christ.

At this time the war scare was ap-

proaching its climax. The Japanese

soldiers were nearing the city from the

south and it was reported that the Rus-

sians were coming from the north. The
calm demeanor of the Christians, who
were closely watched by their heathen

neighbors, exerted a powerful influence

upon the city and transformed what

would probablj’ have been a panic into

an orderly flight. In two days the city

w’as almost deserted, thousands fleeing

in every direction. It was of course

impossible to continue the class and,

though with great regret, it was brought

to a close before the intended time.

We do not know and doubtless never

shall know, the results of those meetings.

All classes of people attended
;
military

officers, secretaries and under-officials

from the Governor’s and Magistrate’s

re.sidences, scholars, merchants, artisans

and coolies. Many were greatly im-

pressed and we trust and believe that

those impressions will not be lost.

CHURCH, PRISON, AND SCHOOL.

From Personal Report ofDr. J. S.

Gale, September, 1904.

“J^HOUGH not of great advancement,
this has been a year of promise in
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church work. There have been baptiz-

ed 35 and enrolled as catechumens 36.

But perhaps the most hopeful part of all

has been the interest taken by a group
of men who have passed through deep
trial in their political and spiritual ex
periences. A group of some six attend
our services regularly. They are not

yet baptized but are undoubtedly
Christians. They learned of God’s love

first when they were victims of man’s
hatred, prisoners in the Kam-ok-so
(common prison). Bj' reading . the

books of the Tract Society, which are

supplied free to the prisoners, and hear-

ing the words of those who called to

preach to them, these men came to be-

lieve and decided then and there to give

up the old life and identify themselves

with Christ. They were given a trial

for the first time after two years’ im-

prisonment and were all acquitted—not

guilty, but see that you do not do it

again.

One is Yi Wun-geung, who, under

the old regime, was secretary to one of

the six Boards, pa.ssed the koaga (ex-

amination), and is mentioned specially

in official records as one of the noted

scholars of the last fifty years He is

now studying closely a large type edi-

tion of the Chinese Bible and finds in it

an interest that surpasses even that of

the ancient classics.

Mr. Yi Tang-ja is another who has

decided. He was one of the members of

the first Korean embassy that went to

Washington in 1885. H's son still re-

mains in the Kam-ok prison. “I am so

glad,” said the father speaking to me
about his son, ‘‘had I not been there, I

could not have known Christ, and my
boy needs just the same kind of trial to

bring him to God.” “I wrote him the

other day,” said he, ‘‘saying, Do not

lose heart, but look upward and fix your

hopes. You are in prison, but so am I.

Yours is a little prison with few prison-

ers, while mine is a great prison house

with its millions. Took up to God and

trust him.” This surely was good coun-

sel from a Korean father to his son.

There is also Hong Cha-keui, a for-

mer official, and Mr. Kim Chung-sik,

who was at the head of the police in

1895-1896, a tall handsome Korean, who
found relief from the miseries of prison

life in one of Mr. Moody’s sermons

November, 1904.

translated into Chinese, and then sent
word to have some one go tell his wife
the good news.

Kira’s bosom friend is Hong; but
Hong has two wives, has had two for
manj' years. Still he is an earnest
Christian and his second wife likewise.
What shall he do about it ? ‘‘But, ” says
Kira, “we joined hands in the prison
with tears and gave our hearts to God.
We decided to live out the doctrine till

He should call us. I would not think
it right for him to put his second wife
away by force, neither would I like to
be baptized and leave him on the cate-
chumen roll alone. Tet me stay with him
in the catechumenate to help until such
time as the way is clear.” To my mind
no more beautiful expression of Christ-
ian brotherhood could be fouud.
Along with these is Chang Eun-pok,

who was in Tondon with Prince Chun-
yong and there learned the truth. They
are an interesting group and we wel-
come them to our gatherings.
Our Yun-dong quarters were enlarged

last year, but are again too small, so
that the question of a local church is be-
fore us. Sunday last the men number-
ed 94 aud the women 69.

1 have had two classes a week with
the boys and girls of our Intermediate
Schools, teaching history and astron-
omy, assuredly, if not the most import-
ant, one of the most important parts
of our Seoul work. By means of these
schools we hope to have our young people
get a knowledge of the Bible, of cleanli-

ness, of order, of method, of diligence,

of the right and wrong of things, of

laudable ambition, of unselfishness, of

common sense, of consecration, of dis-

cipline, in fact of all sorts of things
hitherto unknown in Korea, of the duty
of subjects to the ruler, of the privileges

and duties of the heads of the family, of

the meaning of the offices of ministers

and deacons, of the power of thought
and language in momentous times like

these, of the hurtful side of Korean
cust jms, of the high calling of men and
women created in the image of God and
responsible to Him, of the beauty and
perfection of a life of faith.

I am more and more impressed with
the fact that you cannot teach the old-

er generation the secret of good order

or the art of quiet government or any-
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thing in fact of the intellectual side of

life; so that we are shut up to thegroup
of boys and girls in our schools L,et

us have all we can in the way of equip-

ment, so as to take advantage of our
opportunity. H)W can you teach order
in a Korean hut? One may be orderly,

even though squatted on the floor and
living as a Korean, but he must learn

the secret of it elsew’here How can
you teach responsibility when time and
order counts for nothing? How can
you impress them with the power of

thought and language when they have
no books ?

We need a good school building, large

enough for ventilation and for relief to

the mind. We meed all the equipment
and appliances of a w’estern school to

teach western knowledge. Nothing less

will suffice. Until we have a good build-

ing, equipment, and all the books we
need, we shall scarcely have begun the

task of preparing our young people for

their life work. I appeal for the school.

May we be earnest in the matter. We
cannot put other than Korean thoughts
and ideas into boys and girls who sit

crowded together and doubled up on the
floor in a low-roofed, ill-ventilated, un-
equipped native hut for school.

In translation I have worked at school
books, some of which will be ready short
ly for the Tract Society Examining Com-
mittee. A Life of Martin Luther is now
ready and some other books ire on the way.
As a step forward let me note ; Among

the many good-for nothing Korean cus-
toms that bind their thongs around the
lives and souls of the people, the big hat
of the mourner is one of the worst. It

interferes with his every move and
makes him, if possible, more uselessthan
ever. In the heat it almost smothers
him; it takes up no end of room; it

means that the man wearing it is con-
demned, guilty of the death of his par-
ents and so cannot look up to heaven,
false on the face of it

;
and yet Christians

wear it in fear lest the outside world look
askance at them. May it be gotten rid

of forever. I have never known an
earnest Christian to have other than
condemnation for the hat, but they so
fear pipang (persecution). Any attempt
at reform in the way of not wearing it

will bring on a fight like Luther’s
against the pope.

Two years ago when the matter was up
in the Council the elders of the church
squirmed and winced and one from the
far north said ^'Kociki keiin choi anio'

’

(not a very great siuj, which surely was
condemnation sufficient without any-
thing else.

A week ago one of the school boys,
Kim Pyeng-heui, lost his mother. She
was enrolled as a catechumen and when
questioned as to how she first came to

believe said “My boy, Pyeng-heui, is a

Christian and 1 learned from him.” She
passed away in peace and the funeral
came. Pyeng-heui was the oldest sou
and should of course go wdth ropes tied

round him and wearinga hat larger than
a beehive. Already the hat was there,

unordered by him, and the ropes were
being m.ide. I sent word to Pyeng-heui ;

“You are just the one called for a day
like this. Your mother is in heaven
and you did not kill her but were the

means of her salvation. You are not
condemned before God and unable to

look up, but are a happy boy, and by
His grace help these poor ignorant peo-

ple round you.”

Pyeng-heui came to me and said, ‘‘I

think just as the moksa, and I don’t in-

tend to w’ear the hat.” He walked
in his place with his little white flat

only, and the people shouted ‘‘Look
at that ! I say, no hat ! That’s your
Christian for you !”

Beads of perspiration gathered on
Pyeng-heui’s nose, but he went through
it like a man. Many of the Christians

said ‘‘Put on the hat : why expose your-
self to the insult?”

Pyeng-heui stammers a little, so his

words are few and they could not pick a

quarrel with him. Brave boy, Pyeng-
heui ! Others have sent word since,

many of them, it is easy now, ‘‘We are

going to do as Pyeng-heui did, and my
father and mother say it is right.”

* * * *

Latest word from Mr. Bruen of Taiku
says ‘‘Four hundred people gathered ;-t

one of my groups for ‘Thanksgiving Day’
service. The work is growing. I receiv-

ed some seventy catechumens on a fifteen

day trip through one third of my
circuit.”
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PERSONAL REPORT.

Of Rev. W. F. Bull, Sept., 1904 .

^HE past year has been one filled with

almost all the varied ex erience in-

cidental to missionary work—the comical,

the sad, and the joyful ; and it is hard to

tell which has predominated, the encour-
aging or the discouraging. But for the
ever-present and firm conviction that

nothing ever happens without the Lord’s
knowledge and that He is far more in-

terested in the work than we, the dis-

couraging would probably be the greater.

I have had the oversight of four reg-

ular meeting- places, and my plan has
been to visit these places in rotation,

preaching at each place one Sunday in

each month. This plan has been carried

out with some regularity but more ir-

regularity. The irregularity has been
due to the fact that all the places, except
the local church, can only be reached
by boat, thus depending on tides and
winds. While the tides are very regular,

they are not always apt to be right at

the right time, and the winds are a most
uncertain quantity. I have sometimes
started out for one place and landed at

another, and sometimes landed back
at home without getting anywhere.
On one occasion we started out in a light

snow, but by the time we reached the

middle of the river such a blinding
storm came on that we could not see

land on either side. We could only
keep the points of the compass by the

direction of the wind
; so we went about

and ran for home.
By way of illustration of the uncer-

tainty of boat travel in Korea, here is a

page from my note-book :
—“July 2nd,

1904. Left home for Kat Kai at quarter

to five p. M. Went up as far as Chi Sai

Oul. Tide about in, wind changed to

head wind, and heavy black clouds com-
ing down river. Turned and ran for

home. When in sight of home wind
again changed and clouds seemed pass-

ing over ;
so turned at 6:30 and started

up river again. Wind changed again,

and went into Shina Po. Prepared for

night there. Began raining at 7:30, so

started for home once more. Reach-
ed home at 8:30 and retired at 9:30. Set

alarm for 2 A. M. and got up at that

time and called cook and coolie. Went
out to boat and found strong head wind

blowing and heavy clouds ; so went back
to house and preached in the local

church that day.’’

The return trips were almost as un-
certain as those going out. I once stood
on the opposite bank of the river looking
across to our house. The question was
how to get there. I had our boat with
me, but the river was filled with large

blocks of ice floating down with the cur-

rent. We finally- decided to drift down
the river with the ice past home and then

come back with it when the tide turned.

One night in the early winter on a

return trip from Se Chun we came into

Yong Dangie, the village just opposite
Kunsan, to take boat for home. We
reached there just about dusk, but
found that we would have to wait a little

on the tide. The tide turned just at

dark, so we got in and started across.

A. light rain was starting in and a strong

breeze. As I had had no supper and
was without food, I had to push on. Be-

fore we had gone any distance the rain

came on very fast and the wind increas-

ed greatly. As our front sail was gone,

we were at a disadvantage and could

not make headway, even though the tide

was with us. Instead of going across

and up, we were driven by the wind
nearly out to sea, and it was only by
manning all the oars and exerting

every energy in the face of the cold

wind and rain that we succeeded in get-

ting back to Kunsan at 11:30 that night.

We reached there in a pouring rain and
waited for the rain to slack a little, then

went up to the Korean inn above the

landing to get a place to sleep. But we
were told that the house was so full

they had overrun into the kitchen and
were sleeping there. As there was
nothing else to do, we came back to the

boat and all crowded into the little cabin

to shiver and wait for daylight. I had
on my heavy overcoat and was wrapped
up iu a steamer shawl, which I finally

gave to the boatman, but the Ko-
reans had only their dripping clothes

to keep them warm. There was no
such thing as sleep, I stood it until

about 4 A. M. Then, taking advantage
of a slight pause in the rain, I left the

boat and went up into the town. Not a

human being was iu sight. Not a sound
disturbed the profound stillness. The
darkness was unbroken except by the
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faint glimmer of the little kerosine lamps
in front of the houses. With great dif-

ficulty I picked my way along the

streets, managing to keep out of some
of the mudpuddles. Just as I reache*d

the last house on the outskirts of the

Korean town another heavy rain came
on and I went up and a^ked to be taken
in. I was told to come in, and on doing
so found several men in there sitting up
with the lamp burning. The\^ said they

were so cold they could not sleep, so got

up and lighted the lamp. After waiting

for some time the daylight came but not

any pause in the rain, so I struck out
through the rain and mud and reached
home about seven a. m. I soon had on
dry clothes and was enjoN’ing a nice

warm breakfast that the good wife had
prepared. I liave appreciated the com-
forts of home much more this year than
ever before.

Again this year in the local church
I can report very little progress and
much discouragement. Early in the

year the members made an agreement
to go out two and two evefy Sunday
afternoon preaching. They kept this

up for a little while, but it finally died

out. There have been only a few ad-

ditions and practically no increase in the

attendance. Several members have had
to be disciplined

;
one for drinking and

Sabbath violation, another for dishonesty
in money matters. One of the oldest and
most trusted members in the local church
had practically gone back to heathenism.
He attended church only at very long
intervals. One Sunday afternoon I went
to look him up and to see why he was
not at church that day. Much to my
sorrow I found him but at work weed-
ing the rice fields. He has since then
professed repentance and has begun reg-

ular attendance again. I hope his mo-
tives are sincere. Another member who
used to be a prominent man in the

church became interested in buying rice

fields for the Japanese and less interest-

ed in his religion. He was arrested and
imprisoned at Chunju.and we had heard
that he had been sentenced to the chain-
gang for life, but he has recently been
liberated. We were besieged by his

family to use our influence to get him
out, but we firmly refused to do so, and
we hope his experiences will have a

wholesome effect onjthe church and that

he IS now a wiser, even though poorer,
man. *

The church at Se Chun has hardl}"

held its own. The old quarrel with the
Buddhists in regard to the location of

the church building, which has dragged
over three years, has still been kept
alive. The building has been repaired

and fitted and is how quite a nice place.

Last year the average attendance was
about fifty, but many, disappointed in

not getting the worldly gain for which
they were hoping, dropped off. The
attendance here was also decreased bj^

several w'ho had been very regular separ-

ating and establishing a place of worship
at Po Seng Tai, in Pi-in county on the

coast. Only three adults and one in-

fant were baptized here last year, and
fifteen received as catechumens. Some
of the catechumens have had to be drop-

ped from the roll, some for non-at-

tendance, and several for using the

name of the church in extorting money

—

going into a village at night with guns
and .saying that they had come in the

name of the church. We made it known
to the magistrate that we had no in-

terest in them, and he then proceeded
to make them sorry for their folly. The
church at Se Chun has labored under
very difficult circumstances. Being es-

tablished by a butcher and for a long
time meeting in his bouse, it was and
is looked on with contempt and avoided
by all. This has been the chief cause
why the church there has been opposed
so by the yangbans (the gentlemen or
higher class.)

The church at Moon Hak Kol has

about held its own in numbers. While
several have fallen off, their places

have been filled by new men. The
work here seems to be the most en-

couraging of the several groups under
my charge. They have an average at-

tendance of about forty, and the people
seem wide awake and earnest. The)"

have bought and fitted up a nice large

building, situated high up on the hill,

with nice large yard and spreading
shade trees. They keep the place clean

and neat and it is quite a pleasure to

visit there. But here, as elsewhere, the

devil has been had at work. Out of

the twentj’-five examined, two men and
one young widow were baptized. After
enjoying for several months the confi-
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dence of the church, one of the two bap-

tized men ran off with the only baptized
woman in the congregation, leaving be-

hind a wife and several children, and
the woman leaving a little girl. The
last news from them was that they were
running a wine shop.

At the beginning of the year I felt

sorely the need of a helper for two kinds
of work. First, to stay in ray sarang
(guest quarters) and preach to all who
came; and second, to go with me on my
trips and visit the country groups.
Without employing any one as a regular

helper, both these needs have been
very statisfactorily met. The old blind

man that used to be with Mr. Stead-
man came to me after Mr. Steadman’s
location in Japan. His simple sincere

faith and earnestness, and, In spite of

his affliction, his ever bright and happy
disposition would make him a blessing

to any community. He is eminently a

man of prayer, and we believe a spirit-

ual power in the work. While in the
eyes of all he has been simply an object

of charity, he has filled the position of

sarang helper most admirably, and very
few have come to the gate or sarang and
gone away without some word from him.
I have several times suggested an out-

ing for him that would take him away
from the gate, but he has each time re-

plied that he could not go, as some one
might come to the gate and get awaj'

without bearing the Gospel. I have
often come .into the sarang wdthout his

knowing it and found him praying w'ith or

preaching to some one who had come in.

I once went down and found him urging
to repentance one who had been baptized

but had apostatized and become about
the worst character in the village. His
earnestness and spiritual joy are an ex-

ample to us all.

1 have had also an excellent, even
though self-installed, helper for the
country work. Without salary or re-

muneration of any kind except a little

help on his travelling expenses, our
house-boy’s father and our amah’s hus-
band has accompanied me on nearly all

of my trips and has been a great comfort
to me. In fact, on the few trips that I

have taken without him I have missed
him sorely. He has been invaluable to

me in my work among the churches and
1 have felt free to call on him for an}'-

service. But he has been especially'

valuable and faithful in preaching to
the heathen. He very rarely lets an op-
portunity pass for this. It is never
nece.ssary to call his attention to the
fact that here or there is an opportunity
to preach. I have had a number of tes-

timonies to his faithful work from those
who were being examined for baptism,
and also from Christians of long stand-
ing. Through him I have sold a large
number of books and distributed many
tracts. On the way to and from our
country groups we have preached to

large crowds and together have made
several trips for the purpose of preach-
ing to the heathen. He has spent most
of his time on the road

In the latter part of August I made a

trip up to Kat Kai and Sai Oul. As I

passed along the road my attention was
called to large piles of stones in front of

each village; also to a large number of

bamboos sharpened at the end and
stacked up for spears. It w’as reported
that soldiers were going to be drafted to

take part in the fight of the Japanese
against the Russians, and these were
preparations todefend themselves against
coercion into service and to kill those
who came to take them. The whole
country' side was thoroughly excited

and mass meetings were being held
everywhere. The men were afraid to

sleep in their houses, so took to the hills

and spent the nights there. On Sunday
a mass meeting of ail the villages was
held at the magistracy to protest against

being forced into service, and threaten-

ed violence to any who came into the

villages on this business. After service

on this day a man came in with a letter

from Pi-in saying that Kim Chi Mani
and six other Christians has been ar-

rested, bound, and beaten, and request-

ing that I hasten to relieve them from
the persecution. It afterward proved
that they were not the innocent lambs
that they tried to make themselves out

to be. The so-called church there tried

to collect by force an honest debt from
a bad character, and he had excited the

people against them and sent a mob to

arrest them.

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE, SEOUL.



•<«

*

U’

f ‘I

g

f
'

'
-.-‘i * 1

4

It

V.

i




